
ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 – 2018 

 

 

Term 2 

Start: Monday 30 October 2017 

Finish: Wednesday 20 December 2017 

 

Term 3  

Start: Friday 5 January 2018 

Finish: Friday 9 February 2018 

Staff Development Day:  

Thursday 4 January 2018 

 

Term 4 

Start: Monday 19 February 2018 

Finish: Thursday 29 March 2018 

 

Term 5 

Start: Tuesday 17 April 2018 

Finish: Friday 25 May 2018 

Staff Development Day:  

Monday 16 April 2018 

Bank Holidays: Monday 7 May 2018  

 

Term 6  

Start: Monday 4 June 2018 

Finish: Tuesday 24 July 2018 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2018 –17 

 

Term 1 

Start: Wednesday 5 September 2018 

End: Thursday 18 October 

Staff Development Days: 

Monday 3 ,Tuesday 4 September and 

Friday 19 October 2018 

 

Term 2 

Start: Monday 29 October 2018 

End: Wednesday 19 December 2018 

 

Term 3 

Start: Friday 4 January 2019  

Finish: Friday 15 February 2019  

Staff Development Days:  

Wednesday 2 & Thursday 3 January 

2019  

 

Term 4  

Start: Friday 25 February 2019  

Finish: Friday 5 April 2019 

Staff Development Day:  

Tuesday 23 April 2019  

Dear Parents and Carers 

The year has been very busy and eventful and we will soon be 

adding to that our Christmas celebrations. I look forward to seeing 

many of you at the different events that are planned. As we have 

grown in size over the years it is becoming increasingly difficult to 

fit us all in the sports hall for the Carol Concert; so this year can I 

ask you to join us for carols and songs at St Mary Bredin on 

Tuesday 19 December instead? 

The school was represented in the Canterbury Festival and the 

Shakespeare for Schools Festival at The Gulbenkian Theatre this 

month; the students again did us proud.  

The school is committed to being actively involved in the community 

around us, with other schools, organisations and venues and this has 

been a very successful year for collaborations and partnerships. 

There are more planned for next year and I will keep informed. 

One of these projects is with Kent County Council and is about 

resilience and mindfulness for children and which has enabled us to 

re-introduce music therapy in the school. There will also be a large 

Arts Project with Canterbury Christchurch University and other 

special schools in the New Year. 

As the weather turns colder can I remind you of the snow day 

arrangements. The notice of school closure will appear on the Kent 

County Council website and be repeated on local radio. There will 

also be a text message plus a further message on the school 

website later in the day. 

Parking at the school can be difficult at this time of the year - can 

I request when you visit you are respectful of our neighbours and 

park considerately. 

Many thanks, seasonal greetings and best wishes for the New Year. 

 

Daniel Lewis  

Headteacher 

Shakespeare Festival at The Gulbienkian Theatre 



EY and Key Stage 1 

Some of the children from the  Mary Sheridan Preschool attended 

a Halloween party.  They had previously made decorations of 

witches and ghosts  which were hung from the ceiling.  Lots of fun 

was had with pass the parcel and  messy pumpkin activities.  
 

Rainbow Fish class are continuing with Ourselves topic, looking at 

our own interests. We are working hard on rhyme activities and 

animal sounds in phonics. We are continuing our Active Ed program 

and are learning how to write numbers in maths.  

 

Key Stage 2 

Toucan Class have been really enjoying Autumn and celebrating the 

traditions that go with it.  Pupils loved going out pumpkin picking with 

others in their Key Stage.  Everyone chose their own pumpkin and were 

treated to delicious apples for snack.  We had a great day in 

class dressing up for Halloween and taking part in different 

activities.  We had mummy making, face painting, apple bobbling, 

pumpkin carving and cake decorating!    

 

Students in Toucan class have been talking about Bonfire Night and they wrote their own acrostic 

poems!  Here are examples by Hayden, Chase and George and Kyle.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 3  

Students in Key Stage 3 are enjoying their new STAR Group classes.  Students join their 

STAR Group classes Monday to Thursday mornings and there is a focus on core subject areas during 

these times.  The curriculum in each class is designed to be stimulating, broad and challenging for all 

students and so far students have been learning very well in these new lessons and class groupings. 

Class S3 have been very active so far this year with a wide range of PE activities including; boxing, 

gymnastics, mountain biking and cross country running taking place are taking place at 

Kingsmead swimming pool.  Also throughout the week, students are getting the opportunity to use 

the hydrotherapy pool here at school.  Please make sure that your child has the appropriate kit for 

these activities on the correct days during the week.   

 



 

The students at St Nicholas School have been learning about the UN convention of the rights of 

the child. They have now taken a vote on which articles they 

feel are most important to them at school and have created a 

whole school charter (see photo). 

 

RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOLS  

Article 14: Children have the right to freedom of thought, 

belief and religion. 

We have agreed to respect this right by "understanding and 

respecting that everyone can have their own thoughts, ideas 

and religion. Understanding and respecting that others are 

entitled to the same right as we are". 

 

 

Key Stage 4  

Students have already enjoyed a successful Term 2 with amazing 

Shakespearian performances, challenging sponsored walks and a number of 

individual academic and social achievements. As always, in KS4, the focus is 

on improving independent and functional skills. The students and staff work 

hard to facilitate learning such as Travel training, Trenley Park Equine 

studies, Duke of Edinburgh Bronze, Silver and Gold award and residential 

trips. In addition to this we are in discussion with Tesco, Asda and other 

local companies to provide our students with a work based experience for 

upcoming terms.  

 

Students thoroughly enjoyed the Sponsored Walks at St Nicholas and Ross Woods, behaviour and 

effort was excellent; well done. Despite the best efforts of Storm Brian; students have been 

working tirelessly to; repair, clear and prepare the garden area for planting of flowers and a range 

of crops.  

Students have already begun to discuss activities for the Christmas play with this year’s 

performance intending to be humorous. Well done to all and good luck. 

 

S4A are very much enjoying our time at the Chaucer School site. It is a 

friendly and comfortable site and there is always something interesting 

happening.  

We were recently lucky to be able to meet the 

police dog handlers and the dogs when they 

train nearby. We met Ella, a German Shepherd 

trained to locate humans and property. We also 

met Emma, a gorgeous Spaniel puppy, whose 

speciality will be detecting drugs and human 

remains.  

Thank you so much to the dog handlers who made this possible. 

 

 



 

 

S1A & S1B deliver Harvest Goods to Age UK and 

Catching Lives 

Thank you to everyone who kindly sent in food and other 

items for our annual Harvest Festival collection. These 

items were very gratefully received by both Age Concern 

and Catching Lives, the local Centre for homeless people. 

The students enjoyed delivering the goods and meeting 

staff and clients at both charities. The photo shows five 

students from S1B - our Satellite Class at Canterbury 

High School - handing the goods to James, the Centre 

Manager at Catching Lives. 

 

 

Friday 17 November—We will be raising money 

for Children in Need all week. 

Merchandise will be available from Monday;  

Ears £2.50, Glow in the Dark Wristbands £1,  

Glow in the Dark 

Keyring £1 and Pins £1 

There will be a cake sale on Friday Please send in cakes on Friday morning 

and do not include nuts in the recipes. Cake raffle £1 per strip of tickets—

win a Pudsey Cake.  Please dress up on Friday in spots or bright colours for 

a £1 donation. 

 

 

 

We offer a Social Work Clinic, run by Corrine Laidlaw from the Children’s Disability Team, here at 

St Nicholas School.  Please feel free to drop in or phone on the days of the clinic if you have 

anything you would like to discuss. The next date will be Thursday 16 December from 12—3 pm. For 

further information please email; emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk  

 

 

We run a daily breakfast club from 8 am Monday-Friday. The Club runs in the food technology room 

and is run by St Nicholas School staff; the club costs £3 per session. If you would like to book a 

place at breakfast club please contact; Emma, Kate or Stephanie: 01227 464316 emma.w or 

stephanie.b or kate.t2 @st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas school are running a free bus service from the school to the SNAAP fortnightly sports 

club (for children aged 8 years and older). 

If you would like to book a place at the club please contact SNAAP- 01227 

367555. 

If you would like to book a place on the bus run please contact Emma, Kate or 

Steph on 01227 464 316 

The next dates are: Friday 24 November and 8 December. 

 

 

 

 

A reminder that this year’s school meals have increased to £2.40 per day which can be paid termly 

or weekly in advance. School meals at the 6th form block are £3 per day. 

If you are in receipt of Free School Meals please go to www.kent.gov.uk to check that you are 

still eligible or contact the school office.  

 

Can I remind you that we ask for a voluntary donation of £5 each term, this can be paid yearly 

(£30) if more convenient,  to help towards the cost of the community based education programmes, 

swimming trips, shopping trips and outings which the pupils take part in. This can be paid termly or 

yearly. If you have already made your contribution – many thanks. 

 

 

 

Christmas Fete 

The Christmas fete will be held on Saturday 25 November from 11 - 1 pm. Please come along and 

support the school or get in touch if you would like to volunteer and help out on the day. Money 

raised will buy each pupil a Christmas present and contribute to further playground improvements. 

If you're not able to attend, you can help by selling raffle tickets, should you require more tickets, 

please do contact the office. 

If anyone has any raffle prizes they would like to donate, please send into school. Alternatively, if 

you know of anyone or a business you could approach, then please contact me so I can give you a 

request letter should it be required. 

AGM 

The next PTFA meeting is on Tuesday 14 November from 10 - 12 pm and will include the AGM. This 

gives us a chance to reflect on the past year, plan for the new and elect officers. This will of course 

be followed by the normal coffee morning with plenty of cake! 

‘Phil The Bag’ 

‘Phil The Bag’, is a national initiative to recycle clothes and raise money for the school at the same 

time. Please send bags of unwanted clothes in to school on Tuesday 14th November. Thanks in 

advance. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kent.gov.uk
http://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/ptfa


Charity Event in aid of St Nicholas School 

Some of our parents are putting on a charity event at Swalecliffe Community Centre on Saturday 16 

December from 7 - 10 pm, this will include songs from Disney musicals and dance demonstrations. All 

students from St Nicholas are welcome, so please support. 

 

For details of any of the above, please contact me via the office or email me at 

vanessajoakes@gmail.com. Alternatively, please feel free to attend our relaxed, friendly and informal 

meetings at any stage in the year. New members are always welcome! 

 

Please join our PTFA Facebook page to keep up with what's going on in school and all the 

latest PTFA news. 

 

Vanessa Oakes 

 

 

 

 

The half-term holiday and the end October ritual of putting the clocks back remind me that we are 

already well into the new school year and I have not yet written an item for the school newsletter.  

However, unlike me, the Governing Body at St Nicholas has not been idle since school returned in 

September.      

The first full meeting of the Governing Body in October elected Vanessa Oakes as Vice Chair.  As a 

former Chair of Governors, and the current Chair of the PTFA, Vanessa will be well known to most, if 

not all, of you.  Her extensive knowledge of the school will continue to help governors consider all of 

the issues when taking decisions.  

The meeting also elected Joy Mower and Angela Pike as Governors.  Joy is a Senior Lecturer in the 

School of Teacher Education & Development at Christ Church University.  Angela was, as most of you 

will know, Deputy Headteacher at St Nicholas until last July.  I am delighted that both Joy and 

Angela have joined us and will be able to contribute to the work of the Governing Body by sharing 

their unique insights into education in general and, in Angela’s case, special needs and St Nicholas in 

particular. Their presence around the table can only strengthen what we do. 

I am sorry to tell you that we also said goodbye to two long serving governors: Vicky Balfour and Paul 

Butler.  Their input, enthusiasm and wise counsel will be sorely missed. 

The Governors also met in September to consider how we could improve what we do.  Items discussed 

included initiatives to sharpen up the programme of governor monitoring visits to the school; 

measures to make governance arrangements (e.g. committee and decision making processes) more 

flexible and responsive and steps to develop governors skills.  A successful day culminated in a 

Governor Development Plan being agreed for 2017/18 with over 20 separate tasks.  These are now 

being implemented.                

In addition, we looked at ways of developing stronger relationships with all of the school’s 

stakeholders, including pupils, parents, staff, partner schools and the local community.  One measure 

already implemented is that I now regularly attend meetings of the PTFA committee to answer any 

questions about the school.  I shall be at the PTFA AGM on Tuesday 14 November.  The governors 
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are grateful to PTFA members for their outstanding work and success in raising funds for St 

Nicholas. 

Finally, I was delighted that Canterbury’s new MP, Rosie Duffield, was able to attend the Celebration 

Assembly on the last day of term in July.  Rosie, who was very impressed with St Nicholas, asked me 

to make sure that she was kept abreast of developments at the school and to be invited to future 

events.  I intend to do just that.   

As this is probably my last letter of 2017, and it is not too early to do so, I would like to wish you all a 

very happy time at Christmas.  I shall write again early in 2018. 

Nigel Wootton 

 

 

 

School closes on Wednesday 20 December at 2 pm 

 

We look forward to seeing you back on  

Friday 5 January 2018 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Thursday 25 November 11—1 pm PTFA Fete 

Tuesday 12 December 1 pm 

Classes; S1, S1A, S1B, S2, S2A, S3 S3A Christmas 

Performance 

Wednesday 13 December 1 pm 

Classes: Tiger, Lion, Orangutan, Toucan  

Christmas Perfromance 

Thursday 14 December 1 pm 

Classes: Rainbow Fish, Bear  

Christmas Performance 

Friday 15 December 1 pm 

Classes: S4, S4A, S5, S5A  

Christmas Performance 

Friday 15 December  Christmas Jumper Day 

Monday 18 December  Satellite Christmas Party 

Tuesday 19 December 10 am Church Carol Service at St Mary Bredin Church 

Tuesday 19 December  Christmas Lunch 

Tuesday 19 December  Visit from Father Christmas 

Wednesday 20 December 10 am School Carol Concert 

Wednesday 20 December 2 pm School Closes 

 


