
ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 – 2018 

 

Term 6  

Start: Monday 4 June 2018 

Finish: Tuesday 24 July 2018 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2018 –19 

Term 1 

Start: Wednesday 5 September 2018 

End: Thursday 18 October 

Staff Development Days: 

Monday 3 ,Tuesday 4 September and 

Friday 19 October 2018 

 

Term 2 

Start: Monday 29 October 2018 

End: Wednesday 19 December 2018 

 

Term 3 

Start: Friday 4 January 2019  

Finish: Friday 15 February 2019  

Staff Development Days:  

Thursday 3 January 2019  

 

Term 4  

Start: Friday 25 February 2019  

Finish: Friday 5 April 2019 

Staff Development Day:  

Tuesday 23 April 2019  

 

Term 5  

Start: Wednesday 24 April 2019  

Finish: Friday 24 May 2019  

Bank Holidays: Monday 6 May 2019  

 

Term 6  

Start: Monday 3 June 2019  

Finish: Tuesday 23 July 2019  

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2019-20 

Term 1 

Start: Wednesday 4 September 2019 

End: Thursday 17 October 

Staff Development Days: 

Monday 2 ,Tuesday 3 September and 

Friday 18 October 2019 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Thank you to those who came to the drop-in consultation evening at 

the school to discuss the plans we have to increase our numbers and 

open satellite classes at Spires Academy and The Canterbury Primary 

School. The school has grown in size over the past few years and this 

needs to be officially recognised in the number registered with the 

Department for Education. The satellite classes will also mean that 

we can continue that expansion to meet the increased demand for 

places at St Nicholas. We have a year to plan for these changes and 

to ensure that they are high quality and properly resourced. If you 

do have further questions do contact me. 

This term we have already had a wonderful creative arts project in 

our sports hall and there will be many more exciting events for the 

children and young people to be involved in. I look forward to seeing 

you at the sports days and celebration events that are the highlights 

of the term. 

Every pupil will receive a school report this term which will outline 

for you what has been covered during the year and we are continuing 

with the transition preparations for the autumn and the new classes. 

 

I hope you all have a great summer break and thank you for your 

support. 

 

Daniel  Lewis 

Headteacher 

Class S5 Sailing at Westbere Lakes 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiger Class have a very exciting term ahead! Our first transition morning was a success and we are looking 

forward to the next two. We are looking forward to our Summer day trip out (details to follow), the Brother 

Bear performance, Sports Day, our PE topic - climbing wall and trampoline and lots of other exciting bits and 

bobs. We are continuing our successful shopping trips and, now the weather is warming up, I am sure we will 

be enjoying some tasty ice creams/ice lollies. All the children in Tiger Class have made fantastic progress 

this term in terms of their knowledge and understanding, communication and interaction, well-being and 

physical development and have achieved some real unique milestones. What a brilliant year! 

 

Lion Class’s topic this term is The Seaside. We will be looking at weighing and measuring using sand and 

water as well as subtraction using money.  Our Science topic is materials and we will be testing different 

products to find out which one is the best to use to make a boat. We all had a fantastic transition morning 

on Tuesday when we met our new class.  

Snacks – please can you send in some snacks/ juice to share will the class. Please can we ask for a voluntary 

contribution of £3 towards our Term 6 cooking project. We will be making food to go on a picnic. 

 

 

Rainbow Fish Class are carrying on with their topic Holidays.  We are learning all about 

Pirates and have built a Pirate Ship in  our classroom allowing us to take part in loads of 

activities.  We are continuing our phonics groups and maths activities.  Later on we will be 

having a horse riding picnic—more details to follow. 

 

Bear Class are continuing with the topic Seaside and we are enjoying making sea animals.  We are looking 

forward to our summer trip on Wednesday 18 July. The transition days are going really well and we are 

looking forward to the last term of the year. 

 

Owl class have an exciting summer term planned. In science we 

have been learning about growing up, being healthy through 

eating, exercise and thinking about how we have changed and 

what we have learnt this year. Alongside this, we have 

caterpillars in the class, which we are caring for as they grow 

and change to butterflies before we can release them and 

watch them as they fly away. Tuesdays are particularly exciting, 

with either transition mornings or community based learning 

trips. We have already visited St Augustine’s Abbey, exploring 

the old building, talking about the monks living there long ago, 

whilst hunting for a dragon; sadly, the only dragon we found was in a story. We have visits to Toddler’s Cove 

 

 



 

During Term 5, Toucan class celebrated the Royal Wedding by dressing up and having a friendship 

ceremony.  The pupils were really engaged in the activities, joining in with the 'service', posing for 'wedding 

photos', taking part in speeches and the cutting of the cake. 

During our final term we are continuing with our topic of Superheroes.  We have learned a Superhero song 

which we will perform to the other classes in assembly and we are composing our own stories to make into a 

comic. 

We are really looking forward to the summer activities -such as Sports Day, our Swim Picnic and end of 

year class trip.  We have had a fantastic year and we are really proud of the progress that the Toucans 

have made. 

 

Polar Bear and Penguin Classes will be finishing off their weather topic. We will be thinking about different 

weathers, how they are formed and what impact they have on our planet. Towards the end of the term we 

will focus on change and transitions that will be happening next year and ensuring all of the Penguins and 

Polar Bears are ready for their new challenge. 

We will have a very active term in PE, revisiting gymnastics and team games, continuing our swimming on 

Friday and also horse riding on a Monday. We will be continuing our inclusion lessons of science, Forest 

School, geography and art till the end of term. 

 

 

 

S2A have been studying rivers, seas and oceans and made good use of the fine 

weather to build a keyhole garden from re-cyclyed materials at Spires academy. 

We foraged for materials in the woods and have begun growing onions, carrots, 

peas, squash and courgettes. We are currently growing sunflowers and made 

terracotta name plaques to show whose is growing the most! The group 

visited  Reculver to look at the coastal erosion and find examples of 

sedimentary, metamorphic and igneous rocks and examined the sea defences too. 

We are currently practicing for a performance of Macbeth which will take place 

at Dover Castle. We have explored the site and looked at the strategic position 

on the coast, as well as looking at the chalk wartime tunnels too.  Students in 

S2A performed in the brilliant interactive Brother Bear performance on site. 

We also enjoyed the visit of the animals at St Nicholas where students were able to hold some unusual 

creatures.   

 

Class S3 are enjoying a busy and active Summer term.  During April and May the class had weekly visits to 

the Forest School.  Here, students have been taking part in a range of outdoor activities which have 

developed their communication, teamwork and physical skills.  Some of the highlights have included 'Catch 

the Flag', woodland walks, fire buidling, clay sculpting and pond dipping.  Please Click here for the Class S3 

page on the website for some photos of Forest School and some ideas for Forest School activities you could 

try at home.  

 

https://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/secondary-department/KS3/senior-3


 

 

 

 

S4A have worked incredibly hard over the last few months in preparation for their Functional Skills exams 

in English, Maths and ICT. They achieved fantastic results and are rightly very proud of their achievements. 

Whist we will continue to work hard academically, the class are very much looking forward to forthcoming 

summer events such as the Kwik Cricket Festival, Sports Day and an outing to the Spitfire & Hurricane 

Memorial Museum. 

 

 

 

 

The school residential trip to Acorn 

Adventure Ardres in France was very 

successful.  The trip consisted of 14 

students and six members of staff from 

school.  They glamped at the site and 

were impressed with the accommodation.  

They all took part in all the activities: 

high rope, paddleboarding, Kayaking, 

canoeing and water games.  They enjoyed excursions to Boulogne and the local 

market.  The trip was finished off with a disco where students dressed up and 

had a good dance.    

 

 

 

Another busy term ahead for our KS5 students, including the continuation of our transition programme, the 

next two sessions are the 19 and 26 June. Also students moving on from us to Canterbury college have 

specific taster sessions coming up on the 3 and 4 July. We have a sensory group heading to the waters for a 

sailing experience, and a group of eight heading to London to watch the Wimbledon Tennis tournament. We 

will be coming off our timetabled activities during the week of 16—20 July for our activities week, where 

classes are planning a number of trips out into the community. We also have a group working hard on a mini 

enterprise project for the Summer Fair, so please come along and support us! 

  

Post 16 form 3 have harvested their first crop of new potatoes, which 

they planted in April. Once harvested they then cooked and ate them 

for lunch, the general opinion was "they were very tasty". 

On Monday 25 June form 3 are having a tour of Kelsey Fruit Farm in 

Canterbury where they also get to pick strawberries to make jam ready 

for the summer fair. This is all part of the students topic and their 

Field to Fork experience. 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

On Saturday 9 June, a group of our students had the unique opportunity 

to perform in Canterbury Cathedral as part of the choir for the Poem for 

Canterbury event. Our students sang with a 50 member strong choir 

accompanying Canterbury’s poet laureate, Lemn Sissay, on a unique 

performance on music composed by local composer Richard Navarro. 

Our students worked with the composer and a group of students from 

Simon Langton Grammar School and performed in front of three hundred 

people. It was a unique experience for everyone involved and we were very 

fortunate to be part of this wonderful performance. 

 

 

 

Between the 6—8 June , every class in the school took part in 

our second sensory, immersive performance which was based 

on the Disney film Brother Bear. For the whole of Term 5, 

students across the school engaged in creative activities 

related to the performance which explored Canadian First 

Nations culture. Students’ crayon bark rubbings were used 

for the outside of the tribal gathering tent, dream catchers 

were hung around the space and a hanging forest of fabric 

trees was created by the after-school club . Red ochre handprints were made by primary classes for the 

walls of the Cave of the Ancestors and children made mono print pendants with leaves, shells and twigs from 

a feely-tray, and learnt about the animals of the forest through games and sound effects.  

The sports hall was transformed into a magical tribal 

homestead within an ancient pine forest. On entering the 

space through the dark Cave of the Ancestors; which they 

explored with UV torches, the children were able to take 

part in the immersive experience, making tribal jewellery, 

sharing the friendship drum, tasting bannock and cranberry 

juice ,playing in the pine-scented forest and helping the 

Shaman tell the fire myth . Finally, they called and were 

visited by  the Great Spirit Bear puppet. 

Secondary classes created the interactive story in lessons 

and took on the role of the Bear, Man and Fire in the Shaman’s story during the performance. Students made 

fire sticks to shake and learnt chants and songs. Creative arts specialist TA, Tom, designed and built the 

amazing giant Spirit Bear puppet with S4A and S5A helped run the show, with Dylan operating the smoke 

machine, sound and lights. Local actress, Marj, created and performed the role of The Shaman.  

The performing arts department would like to thank all the staff and students who worked so hard to create 

another wonderful show.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Lee Gore, BA (Hons) Education Studies 2013 and PGCE 

(Primary) 2015 

Lee has always been very interested in working with children who 

have considerable barriers to their learning. He received the 

Alumni Volunteer of the Year Award for the influence he has had 

on student and newly qualified teachers in the area of Special 

Educational Needs, inspiring them to create more inclusive 

classroom environments and to adopt inclusive teaching 

techniques and methods.  He has a real passion for the research 

he undertook as part of his PGCE and shares this with trainee 

teachers, showing how his research influences his current work 

and exciting students about the prospects for their own research 

and its potential to impact on their development as a teacher. 

Well done Lee! 

 

 

 

The Active Ed and MOVE Celebration Assembly will take place on Thursday 21 June at 10.30 am.  If you 

child participates in the Active Education and MOVE programme then you will be invited to attend. 

We will be showing a slideshow of MOVE and Active Ed children and presenting certificates.  This year we 

will be presenting two special trophies to the children who have made the most progress over the year.  

Refreshments will be provided after the assembly and an opportunity to chat to the staff and therapists 

who work with your children. 

 

 

MOVE celebrations will take place on Tuesday 17 July. 

National Move Day is an annual event, which aims to celebrate the life-changing 

impact that The Move Programme has made for children with disabilities and 

complex needs. We currently have 33 students at St Nicholas school who are 

involved in the MOVE programme. 

For our MOVE students we have been enjoying the Circus theme all term and we 

will be celebrating their achievements by hosting a Circus finale for them in our 

sports hall; where they can show case the skills they have been practising! 

It would be great if our student’s could support them by wearing RED to help 

raise money for this great charity  and bringing in £1.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

We offer a Social Work Clinic, run by Corrine Laidlaw from the Children’s 

Disability Team, here at St Nicholas School.  Please feel free to drop in or 

phone on the days of the clinic if you have anything you would like to discuss. 

The next date will be Wednesday 11 July from 10—2 pm. For further 

information please email; emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk  

 

 

The next Social Work Drop In Clinic for the 6th Form at Canterbury College will take 

place on Friday 6 July from 12 pm - 3.30 pm. This is led by Emily Jones, Social 

Worker from the 16-25 Learning Disabilities Team. 

For more information please contact the Family Support team: Emma Wellard, Kate 

Taylor or Stephanie Box on 01227 464316 or email emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk 

 

SNAAP are running loads of family activities and summer clubs over 

the summer break.  Bookings need to be in by 4 July 2018. Please 

click here for further details and booking form. 

 

 

Imago community will be running the Imago Youth Café fortnightly, 

in each district,  for 8—15 year olds.  These cafes run during term 

time with some summer activities.  They also run a Imago Saturday 

Club for 15—19 year olds on a monthly basis with some summer 

activities. Please click here for more information. 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas school are running a free bus service from the school to the SNAAP 

fortnightly sports club (for children aged 8 years and older). 

If you would like to book a place at the club please contact SNAAP- 01227 367555. 

To book a place on the bus run please contact Emma, Kate or Steph on 01227 464316 

The dates for SNAAP Sports Club: 22 June and 6 and 20 July 

 

 

ASD Awareness Workshop for parents and carers with guest speaker, Paul Isaac, on Monday 2 July from 

9.45—11.15 am.  To book a place please contact the Family Support Team on 01227 464316 or email Emma 

or Kate or Stephanie.  

http://www.snaap.org.uk/SNAAP%20Summer%20programme%202018.pdf
file:///C:/Users/moira/Downloads/SNAAP Booking Form Summer 2018.docx
http://www.imago.community/
mailto:emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk
mailto:kate.t2@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk
mailto:stephanie.b@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 We run a daily breakfast club from 8 am Monday-Friday. The Club runs in the food technology room and is 

run by St Nicholas School staff; the club costs £3 per session. If you would like to book a place at breakfast 

club please contact; Emma, Kate or Stephanie: 01227 464316 emma.w or stephanie.b or kate.t2 @st-

nicholas.kent.sch.uk  

 

 

A reminder that this year’s school meals have increased to £2.40 per day which can be paid termly or weekly 

in advance. School meals at the 6th form block are £3 per day. 

If you are in receipt of Free School Meals please go to www.kent.gov.uk to check that you are still 

eligible or contact the school office. 

 

 

Can I remind you that we ask for a voluntary donation of £5 each term to help towards the cost of the 

community based education programmes, swimming trips, shopping trips and outings which the pupils take part 

in. This can be paid termly or yearly (£30) if more convenient. If you have already made your contribution – 

many thanks. 

 

 

Due to the GDPR data protection regulations from the EU which come in to force on 25 May 2018; we would 

appreciate the return of the Image Consent Forms so we can apply with all the new rules. For more 

information click here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are plenty of ways to keep up to date with St Nicholas School news 

  

St Nicholas School facebook page Twitter https://twitter.com/SchoolNicholas 

Download the T2P app on your phone  St Nicholas School Website           

 

http://www.kent.gov.uk
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Nicholas-School-Canterbury-155090001995608/
https://twitter.com/SchoolNicholas
https://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/
https://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 19 June 9.30 am Transition Morning 

Tuesday 19 June 10 am PTFA Meeting 

Monday 25 June 10 am Key Stage 2 Coffee Morning 

Tuesday 26 June 9.30 am Transition Morning 

Wednesday 4 July 10—2 pm Senior Sports Day at SLGB 

Tuesday 10 July 10 am Primary Sports Day 

Thursday 12 July  KS2 Swimming Gala 

Friday 13 July  Leavers Prom 

Friday 20 July  PTFA Summer Lunch 

Saturday 21 July 11—1 pm St Nicholas Summer Fete 

Tuesday 23 July  KS4/5 Prize Giving Assembly 

School closes on Tuesday 24 July at 2 pm. 

We look forward to seeing you back on  

Wednesday 5 September. 

 

The summer fete will be held on 21 July from 10—11 am in the school play ground. Do come along and support 

the PTFA, as all monies raised will go towards the new games pitch to be installed over the summer holidays. 

Requests for items will go out nearer the time, but please bear us in mind if you are pickling, baking or 

c r a f t i n g ,  a s  w e  w i l l  n e e d  l o t s  o f  l o v e l y  i t e m s  t o  s e l l .   

Additionally, we are going out for lunch on Friday 20 July. Everyone is more than welcome! 

If you have any queries or would like to join us for lunch, please contact me: 

Vanesajoakes@gmail.com  

PTFA meetings are an important platform which provides parents and carers with an opportunity to discuss 

issues which affect our children and school.  Please feel free to attend our relaxed, friendly and informal 

PTFA meetings at any stage in the school year. 

If you would like to get involved with the PTFA or require further details, please contact 

vanessajoakes@gmail.com 

Please join our PTFA Facebook page to keep abreast of what's going on in school and all 

the latest PTFA news.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/744976165568740/?fref=nf


 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


