
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

ST NICHOLAS SCHOOL 

   NEWSLETTER (6) JUNE 2017    

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2016 – 2017 

 

TERM 6 

Start: Monday 5 June 2017 

Finish: Friday 21 July 2017  

at 2 pm 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 – 2018 

 

TERM 1  

Start: Wednesday 6 September 

Finish: Thursday 19 October 

Staff Development Days:  

Monday 4 and Tuesday 5 

September and Friday 20 October  

 

Term 2 

Start: Monday 30 October 2017 

Finish: Wednesday 20 December 

2017 at 2 pm 

 

Term 3  

Start: Friday 5 January 2018 

Finish: Friday 9 February 2018 

Staff Development Day:  

Thursday 4 January 2018 

 

Term 4 

Start: Monday 19 February 2018 

Finish: Thursday 29 March 2018 

 

Term 5 

Start: Tuesday 17 April 2018 

Finish: Friday 25 May 2018 

Staff Development Day:  

Monday 16 April 2018 

Bank Holidays:  

Monday 7 and 28 May 2018 

 

Term 6  

Start: Monday 4 June 2018 

Finish:  

Tuesday 24 July 2018 at 2 pm 

The Joy Centre Ethiopia  

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Welcome to the summer term and the hot weather. Can I remind you to 

supply suncream and hats for your children for sun protection as the 

playground does not have much shade. 

This term we will be the last for Angela Pike, who has been at the school 

for thirty years and, who has been incredibly important for the school’s 

development in her role as Deputy Headteacher over the last 18 years.  

Angela has personified the values of the school in her devotion to the 

children’s learning and well-being and to supporting parents and carers. 

We will miss her wise advice and unstinting commitment and wish her well 

in her retirement.  

The school has re-organised its management team to try to fill the gap of 

Angela’s departure and after a thorough interview process has appointed 

two new Assistant Headteachers from the current management team who 

will be taking up their new posts in September. Lorna Sullivan will be 

Assistant Head for the Secondary Department and Nathalie Akhmatova 

will be Assistant Head for the Primary Department.  Stephen King and 

Gillian Newport continue in their roles to make up the full senior 

leadership team. 

Transition events for the classes will be taking place this term and you 

will shortly receive news of the September arrangements for your child. 

You will also receive a school report and an opportunity to meet with the 

class teacher to discuss it. 

The Local Authority is asking parents to complete a questionnaire about 

special educational needs. This is the link: http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-

and-children/special-educational-needs/local-offer-your-voice#tab-5 
 

There are details of the Summer events on this newsletter and I look 

forward to seeing you at these. 

 

Daniel Lewis  

Headteacher 

 

The Senior Star Groups at Fowlmead 

using the cycle track and the bikes. 

http://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/
http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs/local-offer-your-voice#tab-5
http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-educational-needs/local-offer-your-voice#tab-5


KEY STAGE NEWS 

Rainbow Fish Class topic this term is Holidays. We will be doing lots of learning through play with 

sand, water, shells, building castles and looking at how we get to our holidays. We are continuing our 

phonics; looking at the sounds c and h this term and exploring related objects. In shape work; we are 

learning to categorise different shapes and in our number work we are looking at sets.  

We had a very successful trip to Wingham Wildlife Park earlier this term. The children loved seeing 

the animals, eating their picnics and exploring the outside area.  

 

In Owl class the children have been exploring  2D and 3D shapes. They had great 

fun making funny faces using a selection of 2D shapes. This term they have been 

making and decorating a very large Hansel and Gretel house. They worked really 

hard on the art work decorations and had lots of fun seeing how many of them 

would fit into it.  It really was a squash and a squeeze!   

 

This term in Tiger Class we have been enjoying our messy play sessions, our 

favourite part of this lesson is getting Lee absolutely covered in mess!  

We have been really enjoying going into town every Wednesday morning, we walked 

to Tescos, had snack in a cafe and played in Dane John Gardens. This term as we are very busy we will 

be going out on Wednesday afternoon to the park into town. 

 

Toucan Class have a lovely term planned; we are continuing with our 

Lifecycles Topic and are looking forward to Sports Day, upcoming transition 

days with our new classes and a summer trip out. 

We are going to be learning a bit about growing up; so it would be really 

helpful for our topic work if you were able to send in photographs of your 

children when they were younger - baby and toddler photographs would be 

welcome and any other younger pictures would be great! I will copy them and 

send them home to you.  If you would rather send them to me via email; you 

can reach me at charlotte.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk 

 

Penguins and Polar Bear Classes have a jam packed but fun last term 

planned! We are looking at our transitions into seniors and changes into 

either Penguin or Polar Bear Class. We are also helping our new friends 

from different mainstream schools, who will be joining us, with their 

transition days. For our wonderful year 6's we will be having two 

leaver’s assemblies one at Chartham and the other at St Nicholas; so 

parents please bring tissues. We have a fun day out planned at the 

seaside in July and will be using all of the knowledge we have learnt about the seaside when we go.  

Your children have worked so hard this year and it has been a pleasure to teach them all. 

 

S2A have been looking at Rivers, Seas and Oceans and visited Reculver Towers 

to examine the flood defences.  Whilst there we picked up samples from the 

beach to make some beach models. We also followed the river Stour on the 

Canterbury sculpture trail and located 14 sculptures around the city. The group 

participated in a tennis tournament at Polo Farm where the group made it to 

the semi-finals before narrowly missing out on second place!  

We've been brushing up on our knowledge about germs and the importance of 

personal care and grew bacteria in the lab at CCW before inspecting them 

under the microscope.  

 



S3A had an extremely busy Term 5 and Term 6 looks likely to be just as active! 

All students have been preparing for and sitting exams - in Functional 

Skills English, Maths and ICT. All students have passed one, two or even all 

three of these; which is a tremendous achievement. 

It has not all been working hard in the classroom; we have enjoyed a day at 

Betteshanger Country Park, with all students participating in either track or 

off road cycling. All students cycled at least 6km and some got extremely 

muddy. S3A have also been keeping on top of their garden at Canterbury 

Academy. We have a fantastic space there and we are currently growing 

tomatoes, raspberries, rhubarb, cherries, carrots, potatoes and a variety of 

flowers. Where possible; we use our produce in cookery lessons. 

Term 6 will see us continue with our committed academic studies but there will be many opportunities 

to let off some steam; a Cricket tournament, Sports Day, the Swimming Gala and, of course, our end 

of term outings.  

 

KS4 have another busy term ahead of them; firstly we would like to congratulate the S4A DofE group 

who successfully completed their trip to Wales with mountainous climbs up Snowdon and a night out 

camping. They have two more expeditions this term before gaining their bronze award.  We wish 

them luck!  

Students across S4 and S5 have been working hard to develop the school garden and are growing a 

range of plants and making a variety of pottery which will be available to buy at the summer fair; so 

please come along and show your support. 

We have many exciting events coming up this term, including opportunities for some students to 

participate in sailing and fishing as well as our sports day and swimming gala. Letters about these 

events will follow shortly for those involved. 

 

Joy Centre Ethiopia 

At St Nicholas School; we are working on forming a strong link with the 

Joy Centre in Ethiopia. The school is the first of its kind in Ethiopia and 

offers education to children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder. The Joy 

Centre’s main purpose is to increase the well-being of vulnerable 

children in Ethiopia, who are otherwise overlooked. We have formed this 

relationship thanks to the efforts of Stacy Donne and Milo; who have 

worked hard to raise awareness. 

 

As part of our International Week; St Nicholas will be celebrating all 

things related to the Ethiopian culture. We will be exploring music, food, 

dancing, language and religion. We hope to be able to send some messages from our pupils at St 

Nicholas to the pupils at the Joy Centre. We also hope to raise some money for the foundation as 

they are embarking on expanding their provision and still require many resources to provide this 

opportunity for children with ASD in Ethiopia. If anybody has any spare or unused toys or resources 

that they could kindly donate to the children at the Joy Centre; please do still send them in to 

Caroline Bennett. 

 

Active Ed, MOVE and TAG Celebration 

On Thursday 22 June we will be holding a celebration assembly for those pupils 

who take part in Active Education, MOVE and TAG. 

Children will be presented with a certificate and we will be showing a short 

presentation. This year we will be presenting two special trophies to the 



children who have made the most progress in Active Ed and MOVE over the year. 

Please remember to confirm your attendance, if you haven’t already, to celebrate your child’s 

achievements.  Refreshments will be provided after the assembly and there will be a chance to chat 

to staff and therapists who work alongside your children.  

 

Lost Property   

We have a large amount of lost property at the school so please remember to 

label your child’s clothes and come in to have a look if you have anything missing.  

If you have borrowed clothes or have someone else’s clothes; please send them 

back in. 

 

 

Magic Week 

We will be holding a very special Magic Week from 26 - 30 June to celebrate the 

20th Anniversary of the release of Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone. We 

have very exciting things planned for this week: potion lessons, a magician, Creepy 
Claws (showing lots of amazing animals), a screening of the movie and a dress-up 

day on the Friday. A letter will be coming out shortly explaining the week more 

fully. 

 

Health Care Plans 

Can I just remind all parents and carers as we come into the final term of 

this academic year that we need up to date health care plans for all pupils 

to start the new year 2017/2018. Please check your home copy of the 

healthcare plan and amend if there are changes to be introduced.  

Please can you inform us of any changes in your young person’s health needs 

as soon as possible at any point in the year so that we can make sure that 

we are providing the best care.  

I would also ask that any new health care plans are signed as quickly as possible and sent back to 

school so that we can introduce the new package as soon as possible. We are unable to introduce new 

health protocols until we have a newly signed and updated health care plan.  

Thank you for your continued support of the new policy on ‘supporting pupils in school with medical 

conditions’. Angela 

 

Social Work Drop in Clinic at St Nicholas School 

We offer a Social Work Clinic, run by Debra Wright from the Children’s Disability Team, here at St 

Nicholas School.  Please feel free to drop in or phone on the days of the clinic if you have anything 

you would like to discuss. The next date will be Wednesday 21 June. Further dates: 19 July. For 

further information please contact Emma Wellard emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk  

 

School Dinners 

A reminder that this term school meals are £2.35 per day which can be paid termly or weekly in 

advance. School meals at the 6th form block are £3 per day. 

If you are in receipt of Free School Meals please go to www.kent.gov.uk to check that you are 

still eligible or contact the school office. 
  

School Voluntary Fund Reminder 

Can I remind you that we ask for a voluntary donation of £5 each term to help towards the cost of 

the community based education programmes, swimming trips, shopping trips and outings which the 

pupils take part in. If you have already made your contribution – many thanks. 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/


Pleas for donations… 

 

We are developing our school garden. 

We welcome any donations of gardening items or equipment such as: secateurs, 

plant pots, welly boots, gardening gloves, compost and seeds. 

Please feel free to send in for the attention of Louise. 

 

 

 

Trenley Park Liveries 

Trenley Park is holding a Family Fun Day on Sunday 9 July from 12 – 3 pm. There will 

be Pony rides, stalls, refreshments and competitions. Our school visits Trenley Park 

regularly and the children thoroughly enjoy helping out and riding there.  

 

 

Colne Valley Tackle and Bait are hosting two days of fishing on 24 and 25 July. 

This is open to disabled children, young carers and disadvantaged children.  No 

fishing gear needed as it is all supplied free of charge.  All you need is food, drink 

and something to sit on. 

If you would like to join in please check out facebook.com/FFDKids 

 

Includes US 2 has a few spare places on their outing to Howletts Zoo on 

Wednesday 2 August.  Only £10 per person; this does not include lunch.  Please 

contact info@includesus2.org.uk for essential booking and details. 

 

 

 

PTFA (Parents, Teachers, Friends Association) News  

PTFA Meetings 

 

We are nearly at the end of the PTFA school calendar of events, which culminates in the summer 

fete on Saturday 8 July from 11 – 1 pm. There will be a BBQ and stalls selling cakes, Bric a brac, 

DVDs, toys etc, so bring the family along for what is always an enjoyable day. Text alerts will go out 

nearer the time asking for donations and items to sell. We have some fabulous raffle prizes so please 

contact the school office if you would like more tickets. 

 

This year we have funded playground equipment and ground markings, swimming aids, gardening 

equipment, the SNAAP sports club bus and contributed to many more projects and residential trips. 

We look forward to an equally productive new school year and the instalment of the new MUGA pitch. 

On behalf of the PTFA, thank you for supporting our events throughout the year and to the hard 

working, dedicated PTFA members who make them happen.  

 

Please contact me if you would like to get involved; vanessajoakes@gmail.com 

 

Please join our PTFA Facebook page to keep abreast of what's going on in school and all 

the latest PTFA news. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@includesus2.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/744976165568740/


FORTHCOMING DATES: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Reminder: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School closes on Friday 21 July at 2 pm 
 

We look forward to seeing you back for the new school year on 
Wednesday 6 September 

Tuesday 20 June  Primary Sports Day 

Thursday 22 June  MOVE/Active Ed Celebration 

Friday 23 June 1.30 pm  Jungle Book production 

26 – 30 June  Magic Week 

Monday 26 June  Sensory Workshop 

Wednesday 5 July 9.30 am Senior Sports Day 

Tuesday 4 July  Parents Evening to discuss reports 

Saturday 8 July  11 – 1 pm Summer Fete 

Wednesday 12 July 10 – 11.30 am Swimming Gala 

Monday 17 July  KS4/5 Celebration Assembly 

Friday 21 July 10 am Whole School Assembly 

 

This will be the last printed newsletter. We will be sending the 

next newsletter by email; if you haven’t given the school your email 

address then please write it in the home/school book. 

The newsletter is also available on our website 

www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/ 


