
ACADEMIC YEAR 2018 –19 

 

Term 3 

Start: Friday 4 January 2019  

Finish: Friday 15 February 2019  

Staff Development Days:  

Thursday 3 January 2019  

 

Term 4  

Start: Friday 25 February 2019  

Finish: Friday 5 April 2019 

Staff Development Day:  

Tuesday 23 April 2019  

 

Term 5  

Start: Wednesday 24 April 2019  

Finish: Friday 24 May 2019  

Bank Holidays: Monday 6 May 2019  

 

Term 6  

Start: Monday 3 June 2019  

Finish: Tuesday 23 July 2019  

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2019-2020 

Term 1 

Start: Wednesday 4 September 2019 

End: Thursday 17 October 

Staff Development Days: 

Monday 2 ,Tuesday 3 September and 

Friday 18 October 2019 

 

Term 2  

Start: Monday 28 October 2019 

Finish: Wednesday 18 December 

2019 at 2 pm 

 

Term 3 

Staff Development Day: Monday 6 

January 2020 

Start: Tuesday 7 January 2020 

Finish: Friday 14 February 2020 

 
 Term 4  

Start: Monday 24 February 2020  

Finish: Wednesday 1 April 2020 

 

Term 5  

Staff Development Day: Thursday 16 

April 2020 

Start: Friday 17 April 2020  

Finish: Friday 22 May 2020 

 

Term 6 

Start: Monday 1 June 2020 

Finish: Wednesday 22 July 2020 at 2 pm  

Dear Parents and Carers 

Happy New Year! 

Can I thank all those who responded to the on-line survey as part of our 

Leading Parent Partnership Award work. Parent engagement is our main 

priority at the moment and we are developing an action plan to look at a 

range of ways of improving the ways we communicate with you, support you 

and provide opportunities for you to be more involved in your child’s 

education. The survey was positive about many of the initiatives we have 

currently under way and highlighted the need for us to create more ways 

for you to provide us with feedback on what we do and what would support 

you. Please use the parental survey, please click here, to give us more of 

your views and ideas. 

The school is part of a cooperative trust with all of the other special 

schools in Kent. This means that we are able to develop a wide range of 

school improvement and staff training programmes together which benefit 

us all. The Cooperative Trust needs to have a stakeholder plan and 

therefore has asked us to create a list of all school pupils, staff, parents 

and carers and governors. If you do not wish to be part of this stakeholder 

list please let me know. The list would be only be kept in school and not 

shared with any other organisation. 

We are heading into that time of the year when we may get snow and 

extremely cold weather. We will endeavour to stay open as much as we can 

but if we have to close due to the safety of the pupils and staff on their 

journeys or around the school then we let you know as soon as possible using 

the www.kentclosures.co.uk website. Please sign up for the email alerts on 

that website. We will also put up to date information on the school website 

and use text messages. 

Kent County Council have asked us to make preparations for possible 

difficulties following Brexit at the end of March. They advise that 

potentially there could be heavy queues and congestion on the motorways 

which could lead to blockages on the main access roads to Canterbury. This 

would affect staff coming to work and the home-school transport 

arrangements. We may need to look at school closure or partial closures to 

manage the disruption. Again information will be on the kentclosures 

website, the school website and through texts. 

As more information becomes available I will share it with you. 

Best wishes 

Daniel  

Picking up seeds with a plastic bird beak  Toucan Class horse riding 

https://goo.gl/forms/CWoGIFLtE3LFxiP22
http://www.kentclosures.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

Rainbow Fish's topic this term is Pets. If any parent would like to bring in their pet to school this term, 

please discuss with Julie. This would be a great opportunity for the children. 

We are moving on in our phonics to listening to musical instruments this term and choosing the right 

instrument for the correct sound. We will be looking at lots of hands on activities in our understanding of 

the world and starting to comment on them. We will also be having specialist teachers for art, Micaela, 

PE , Andy, and Active Education, Judit. We are starting our Attention Autism group and our Active 

Education group continues.  

A big thank you to parents for supporting our Big Fun House trip on 8 January. It was a huge success. Our 

next trip out of school will be 12 February. More details to follow.  

 

Owl Class have a fun packed term ahead. On 

Monday’s we will be having Gymnastics; making 

use of all the wall bars, ropes and balancing 

equipment as we learn to move in a variety of 

ways. Please can the children bring in a PE kit 

with indoor pumps or trainers. On Tuesdays we 

will have Music in the morning and will aim, 

depending on the weather, to go to the woods 

for a short play as our afternoon outdoor play 

time and to watch the changes the season 

brings. Appropriate clothing needed. On 

Wednesday we will continue our FRIENDS lessons which aim to build resilience and this term we are 

learning about relaxation. On Thursday mornings we will continue to alternate between a leisure swim in 

the hydro pool and iPad learning games. In the afternoons we will be using the ICT suite. Friday mornings 

we will have cooking. Throughout the term, our topic will be People who help us. It would be lovely if the 

children could bring in a named photo of their family to share on our wall display as part of this topic. 

Thank you for all the fruit you send in for snack time. If you would like to send in one bag of fruit, 

bananas or apple are popular a choice for everyone to share over the week and squash if your child drinks 

it, this is very much appreciated.  

 

Bear Class’s topic for the next two terms is Travel.  We will be learning 

about different places and how to get there. We are having lots of fun 

with messy play, are learning about big and small, numbers and 

construction. The class Speech and Language sessions are working very 

well and the children are loving it. 

 



 

 

 

Welcome back from all the staff in Meerkat Class, hope you all had a lovely Christmas. 

This term in Meerkat class we are looking at the life and stories of Roald Dahl in Literacy. In our Maths 

lessons this term we are focusing on money and using it in the community when we go shopping. In PE we 

have climbing wall and trampolining which the children all seem to really enjoy. Please remember on 

Thursdays to send in £1.20 snack money for our shopping trip. 

 

This term, Lion Class will be starting a very exciting topic, Space; we will be going on lots of space 

adventures and we will be creating space helmets, rockets and space 

lunchboxes to prepare us for this! In Maths, we will be focusing on 

Money - we will be continuing with our community learning by 

practising our money skills in the cafe at Herons Swimming Pool on a 

Thursday. We will also be starting Horse Riding during Term 3; 

letters will be sent out prior to this starting. Lion Class are very 

lucky this term as we have Music with Yiannis and Drama with Anita, 

as well as continuing with our Friends Project! We have lots to look 

forward to this term!  

 

Tiger Class will continue to follow our usual structure and the timetable this term will look similar to the 

timetable of term one of this year with some slight changes and developments. 

We will again be going on our Thursday weekly trips to Waitrose with 

Meerkat Class to buy ingredients for our cooking lessons which will 

take place on Friday mornings. We ask that you send in a donation of 

£5 for the term, that will cover the cost of these purchases. Also 

could parents send in a weekly amount of £1.20 to cover the costs of 

snacks and drinks in the cafe, during these trips. 

Tiger Class will also continue with English and Mathematics TEACCH 

cycles, as these learning times have continued to demonstrate 

significant learning developments for all pupils in the key areas of 

independent workstation activities, group tasks and leisure 

opportunities. 

Our topic for this term and for next term is Travel - so we have lots of new and exciting content to cover - 

including lots of tasting of different foods from varying countries and cultures! 

Lastly, we will be starting a new weekly session which will focus on Promoting Independence - this will 

include developing independence skills in regards to day-to-day tasks. Activities will cover  dressing and 

undressing, brushing of hair and teeth, hand washing and aspects of toileting. Please do let me know if there 

is anything particular you feel you would like your child to focus on during these times. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Toucan Class have had a great start to Term 3 with a brand new topic and lots of fun 

activities.  Our topic this term is Wellbeing'  We are focusing on the six ways to 

Wellbeing through all of our curriculum subjects, the areas are Be Active, Keep 

Learning, Give, Connect, Take notice and Care for the Planet.  We are having a 

brilliant time starting our day with a morning run and circuit in the playground to get 

us moving and we have already begun to look at improving our school environment.  

You should have received your child's timetable for Term 3 by now.  If you haven't 

please let me know and we will make sure we put one in the home school folder.   This term we have one more 

horse riding session to look forward to and we have swimming again on Thursdays.  Please send in money for 

the cafe when we swim if you wish your child to purchase a snack - £1.20 is plenty.  Many thanks. 

 

This term Penguin and Polar Bear’s topic is old and new toys. We are thinking about the different types of 

playground games children used to play and we will be learning playground songs and rhymes that our parents 

might have sung. In Maths we are learning about money. We will be looking at how many pennies make up the 

different coins up to £2. We are also learning which order the coins come in starting from 1p. Please help 

your child to recognise coins and to use them when you can. 

We will continue to have weekly phonic sessions and learning how to spell simple words using the sounds we 

learn as well as putting them into sentences. We have daily reading sessions in class and will be looking for 

our weekly phonic sound in our books. In ICT we are using Google to find out about toys from a long time 

ago and play modern games using the cursor keys on the computer.  

In music we are learning about what tempo means and playing music using a range of instruments. 

 

 

S1A had a busy December with visits to Canterbury to buy Christmas presents and a visit the Crib at the 

Cathedral. We bought plants and seeds from the garden centre for the New 

year and helped decorate the tree at Spires Academy. The group performed 

Mary Anning's Christmas, which they wrote themselves, at the Key Stage 

Performances. We finished our work about Evolution by making replica bird 

beaks to collect different seeds and will plant these in the Spring. The 

group are examining Europe this term and have started the year with a trip 

to Dover Museum to see the Bronze Age boat which people used to cross the 

Channel 3000 years ago!  

 

Welcome to the new term in Storey class.  In the coming weeks students will be learning about significant 

figures from the 1960s.  We will be looking at Martin Luther King, Neil Armstrong, the Beatles and 1960's 

animation (particularly the Flintstones!).  If you have any interesting objects at home, from the 1960s, that 

your child would like to share in school; then please do send these in.   

We are also lucky to have a Pets as Therapy dog visit us on a Friday this term.  Students have the 

opportunity to learn how to pet, train and instruct the dog in a small group session.  The class will continue 

to have PE on a Wednesday and swimming on a Thursday; so please continue to send the appropriate kits in 

on these days. Please check out our class webpage to see a video, click here, of what life was like for 

children in 1960's Britain.  

 

https://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/secondary-department/KS3/senior-3


 

 

 

 

 

S4 and S5 this term are continuing their independent life and living skills accreditation. Some are 

attending the training cottage to improve their independent skills, whilst travel training there and 

back. Others are developing their functional maths skills by learning how to  plan activities through 

measuring, estimating and costing. The Higher Needs Learners have been have been exploring 

different cultures and celebrations across the globe, through music and art activities.  

For English all KS 4 students are learning about William Shakespeare's Romeo and 

Juliet whilst forming their own creative short stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students in Form 3 worked really hard to create a range of items to sell at the 

Christmas Fair as part of their mini-enterprise project, including candles, dog 

biscuits, bird feeders and fabulous table decorations. This term they have 

counted up their finances and made a 

whopping £250 profit! Thank you to 

everyone for all your support! Keep your eyes 

peeled for more crafts from the next mini 

enterprise project during the spring time! 

This term students in Forms 1 and 2 will be 

working hard to prepare for and begin taking 

their functional skills exams, we wish them 

all the best of luck! 

 

 

 

The Social Work Drop in Clinic is held at the Sixth Form Block from 12 pm - 3.30 pm 

on the following dates: Wednesday 30 January, Monday 18 March, Thursday 2 May 

and Tuesday 25 June. 

 

 

Checking off the delivery of candle making equipment  

 

 

Students have, also, been learning 

about Emily Kame Kngwarreye the 

Aboriginal Artist from Australia 

and have attempted to create 

their own dot paintings.  

Students have been learning about Mexican celebrations and traditions including 

the Day of the Dead, designing their own clay mosaic designs  



 

 

 

 

We offer a Social Work Clinic, run by Corrine Laidlaw from the Children’s 

Disability Team, here at St Nicholas School.  Please feel free to drop in or 

phone on the days of the clinic if you have anything you would like to discuss. 

The next date will be Wednesday 13 February from 12—3.15 pm. Future 

dates: 20 March, 8 May, 12 June and 17 July. For further information please 

email; emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk  

 

 

St Nicholas school are running a free bus service from the school to the SNAAP 

fortnightly sports club (for children aged 8 years and older). 

If you would like to book a place at the club please contact SNAAP- 01227 367555. 

To book a place on the bus run please contact Emma, Kate or Steph on 01227 464316 

The dates for SNAAP Sports Club: 18 January 2019, 1 and 15 February, 1, 15 and 29 March, 26 April, 

10 and 24 May, 7 and 21 June and 5 July 

 

 

The post 16 travel team has changed, the independent travel training team has merged with the Post 16 

transport team and is led by Gaynor Fraus. The St Nicholas Family 

Support team met with her this week to discuss any changes that may 

affect the pupils and young people at St Nicholas School and 6th form. 

Transport will need still be applied for at all transition times, and then 

every year post 16. This is something that can be actioned by parents/

carers or by the us in Family Support. All applications for transport 

September 2019 will be completed by the end of March. 

With all post 16 transport applications, KCC will firstly assess if it is 

appropriate to offer the KCC Independent travel training scheme. If it is 

an application to the ITT team can be made. If this isn’t appropriate for 

the young person and they meet the KCC transport criteria then 

transport will be provided. More information for all of these processes 

are available on the KCC website. If you have any questions, concerns or 

worries about this please don’t hesitate to contact the Family Support 

team: 

Change of address: If you are planning to move; Home School transport needs to be informed so they 

can reassess transport eligibility against KCC criteria. Even if you aren’t moving very far away and feel 

your child or young person will likely be on the same transport, a reapplication still needs to be made  

Please contact the Family Support team if you need any help with this: Emma Wellard, Stephanie (Steph) 

Box, Kate Taylor or 01227 464316 or pop a note in your child or young person’s home contact book. 

Alternatively if you wish to discuss or process anything in your home; we can arrange to meet you on a 

home visit. 

 

mailto:emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk
mailto:emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk
mailto:Stephanie.b@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk
mailto:Stephanie.b@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk
mailto:kate.t2@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Satellite Catch-up Club was started to make up for the time lost travelling to and 

from the different schools.  Any pupil attending a senior Satellite class is very 

welcome to take advantage of this extra teaching session. This takes place on 

Mondays from 3—5 pm and is free but you will need to be able to pick your child up 

from the school (no school transport). Please contact the office if you would like to 

book a place. 

 

 

 

 

We run a daily breakfast club from 8 am Monday-Friday. The Club runs in the food technology room and is 

run by St Nicholas School staff; the club costs £3 per session. If you would like to book a place at breakfast 

club please contact; Emma, Kate or Stephanie: 01227 464316 Emma or Stephanie or Kate. 

 

 

We have spaces at our after school club.. The 

club runs every Wednesday from 3 – 5 pm and includes a combination of activities 

including cooking, sport, art, films and gardening. Trained members of staff will lead 

the activities.  Please ensure any information regarding your child’s medication and 

needs is given to the school. 

The cost will be £7.50 per session (whether your child attends or not) – payable in 

advance or on the day. Please contact the office to book a place 

 

 

 

A reminder that this year’s school meals have 

increased to £2.40 per day which can be paid termly or weekly in advance. School meals at the 6th form 

block are £3 per day. 

If you are in receipt of Free School Meals please go to www.kent.gov.uk to check that you are still 

eligible or contact the school office. 

 

 

 

Can I remind you that we ask for a voluntary donation of £5 each term to help towards the cost of the 

community based education programmes, swimming trips, shopping trips and outings which the pupils take part 

in. This can be paid termly or yearly (£30) if more convenient. If you have already made your contribution – 

many thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk
mailto:stephanie.b@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk
mailto:kate.t2@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk
http://www.kent.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

How will you help me? We can help with Are the pressures 

of life affecting your mental health or your ability to live 

as independently as you would like? The Primary Care 

Community Link Service can help by offering you advice and 

pointing you towards specialist services in your local area. 

We provide one to one advice and guidance that is 

completely free for anyone aged 17 and over. Whatever you’re facing, we’re here to help. We won’t make 

judgements and what we discuss will remain confidential  

To contact the service Call free on 0800 567 7699 or email info@livewellkent.org.uk  

 

 

 Are you a parent or carer who would like more information on Autism? 

 Are you looking for a great opportunity to network with other parents who have 

similar experiences? 

Come along to Little Hands for a coffee and a chat; open First Monday of every month 

from 10—11.30 am. 

Little Hands Children Centre, Hollowmede, Wincheap CT1 3SD or contact Dawn 

 

Help yourself to bargain furniture and homewares – 

and help the planet a little bit too. The process 

really couldn’t be any simpler! 

Since 1997 our initiative and bargain homeware has 

benefited both the donors and those who need a 

helping hand in our community. We are a largely self-financing charity which makes genuine bargains 

available to you by collecting great quality homeware from around South East Kent – it really is a win-win 

situation. 

You furnish your home with great quality things for next to nothing – whilst we help to reduce the amount 

of waste going to landfill. We’re selective about what we accept from donors and currently we don’t stock 

clothes or gas heaters but we still have a fantastic variety of things for you to choose from. 

Visit our Hersden showroom, Monday – Friday 9 am – 4.30 pm (open until 7 pm on a Thursday) & Saturday 

9 am – 4 pm or contact 01227 712680  or click here 

 

 

 

 

Parenthood… 

Parenting isn’t always easy. Although it’s often amazing and rewarding to watch your children grow, and to 

help them learn to be independent, it can also be really hard work.  

Contact YoungMinds Parents Helpline 0808 8025544 or click here 

 

 

 

 

mailto:dawn.ledingham@kent.gov.uk
http://www.necessaryfurniture.org.uk/how-it-works/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/friends-and-family/


 

 

AGM Held on Wednesday 14 November 10 am 

 

I am delighted to present my ninth report as Chairperson for the PTFA. This year has proved as 

rewarding, successful and enjoyable as previous years, in terms of money raised, well attended events and 

the continued support from parents and carers. 

PTFA meetings provide parents, and especially new parents to the school, with an  opportunity to 

exchange advice and share experiences in a mutually supportive environment.  

PTFA donations to the school last year came to a total of £32,878 and contributed to the following: 

playground equipment, travel to SNAAP sports clubs, Christmas presents for pupils, specialist items for 

the therapy department and other vital pieces of equipment.  

Most significantly, however, was the installation over the summer of the new MUGA pitch.  This was truly 

a joint fundraising effort made by staff, pupils and our professional fundraiser. The children continue to 

enjoy an ever increasing, truly inclusive and interactive outside space, which has led to more meaningful 

play times. We are currently raising funds for a seventeen seater mini bus . 

In addition to raising money, the PTFA has brought staff, pupils and parents of the school together and 

put on some enjoyable events. Over the past year, we have had fundraising activities such as the discos, 

Christmas and summer fetes. Noteworthy; this years summer fete was deemed our most successful to 

date. Not just because of funds raised, but also because of the large number of attendees, stalls and the 

convivial atmosphere. Thank you to Daniel Lewis who generously donates the food each year. 

The PTFA Facebook page, set up last year, continues to provide a regular source of school news and 

provides a forum for parent discussion. 

On a personal note, I would like to take this opportunity to say how much I have enjoyed being Chair of 

the PTFA and working with such a strong and dedicated team. Thank you for your support and enthusiasm 

and to everybody for their valuable contribution, especially Kathy Wright our Treasurer and Fran Todd 

our Secretary. 

It is also important for me to acknowledge the band of parents and staff, who whilst not members of the 

PTFA can be called upon to help set up and run our fetes, their contribution is very much 

appreciated!  The PTFA values all the parents and members of staff who willingly spend their time and 

money supporting our events throughout the school calendar. 

The PTFA hopes to further build upon the successes of the past year, to welcome new members and also 

expand our list of willing volunteers at events and move forward with new ideas. 

Finally, we are always grateful for feedback from parents and would welcome any suggestions for 

different ways in which we could raise funds.  

Without the dedicated and tireless support of the members of this committee, we would not be able to 

achieve all that we do. The PTFA is undoubtedly an integral part of our school community, not just as a 

fund raiser but also as an organisation that brings closer links between home and school and enhances the 

school experience for all of our pupils. None of this would achievable without the support of all involved.  

  

Vanessa Oakes 

Chairperson 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We are delighted to announce that St Nicholas School has met the standard for the UNICEF Rights 

Respecting Schools Award at Silver: Rights Aware. We had previously been 

awarded bronze status in recognition of the awareness raised within our curriculum 

and ethos as being a ‘Rights Respecting School’. This is in recognition of the 

school’s commitment to putting the principles and values of the UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child into its everyday practice for its students.  We wish to 

continue our RRSA journey in helping students learn about their rights and the 

rights of all children & young people in the UK and around the world." - there is also 

an attachment of the RRSA logo for Silver.   

 

 

I love St Nicks and always look forward to coming to school. I have made lots of 

friends and learnt lots too.  

I am super happy to have been voted to be school president. I love my new presidents 

badge. Thanks to everyone who voted for me.  

As president, I want to give everyone a voice, an equal chance to have their choices 

and their opinions heard. 

I would like to promote the importance of inclusion, making sure everyone has an equal 

opportunity to be part things.  Jacob—Kahlo Class. 

 

 

 

Welcome to our new school nurse; Zoe Nhlanga. 

Zoe trained as a General Nurse at St Mary’s Hospital Paddington. She has been 

nursing for 17 years and has had a varied career.  

Zoe has worked in different schools, including Totton College Southampton and 

Harrow School London, and different countries, including Saudi Arabia and the 

Channel Islands.  Zoe is available from 9 – 3 pm every school day; please do not 

hesitate to contact her if you have any questions. 

 

 

 

School uniform can not be ordered directly from School Trends. Please click here to go to 

their site.   

 

We still have a small amount of uniform at the school, particularly senior uniform.  Please 

see the office if you would like purchase any of these or if you need any further 

information. Orders already placed will be fulfilled. 

 

 

 

https://www.schooltrends.co.uk/uniform/StNicholasSchoolCT13JJ


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Friday 18 January 3 –5 pm SNAAP Sports Club 

28—1 February Class based Story Telling Week 

Wednesday 30 January 12—3.30 pm Sixth Form Social Work Clinic at 6th form block 

Tuesday 12 February 3—5 pm Parent’s Evening 

 

Wednesday 13 February 12—3.15 pm Social Work Clinic at St Nicholas School 

13—15 March Residential Kingswood School Trip Key Stage 3 

School closes on Friday 15 February at 3 pm 

We look forward to seeing you back on Monday 25 January 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

There are plenty of ways to keep up to date with St Nicholas School news 

  

St Nicholas School facebook page         Twitter https://twitter.com/SchoolNicholas 

Download the T2P app on your phone     St Nicholas School Website           

 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Nicholas-School-Canterbury-155090001995608/
https://twitter.com/SchoolNicholas
https://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/
https://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/

