
ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 – 2018 

Term 5 

Start: Tuesday 17 April 2018 

Finish: Friday 25 May 2018 

Staff Development Day:  

Monday 16 April 2018 

Bank Holidays: Monday 7 May 2018  

 

Term 6  

Start: Monday 4 June 2018 

Finish: Tuesday 24 July 2018 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2018 –19 

Term 1 

Start: Wednesday 5 September 2018 

End: Thursday 18 October 

Staff Development Days: 

Monday 3 ,Tuesday 4 September and 

Friday 19 October 2018 

 

Term 2 

Start: Monday 29 October 2018 

End: Wednesday 19 December 2018 

 

Term 3 

Start: Friday 4 January 2019  

Finish: Friday 15 February 2019  

Staff Development Days:  

Thursday 3 January 2019  

 

Term 4  

Start: Friday 25 February 2019  

Finish: Friday 5 April 2019 

Staff Development Day:  

Tuesday 23 April 2019  

 

Term 5  

Start: Wednesday 24 April 2019  

Finish: Friday 24 May 2019  

Bank Holidays: Monday 6 May 2019  

 

Term 6  

Start: Monday 3 June 2019  

Finish: Tuesday 23 July 2019  

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2019-20 

Term 1 

Start: Wednesday 4 September 2019 

End: Thursday 17 October 

Staff Development Days: 

Monday 2 ,Tuesday 3 September and 

Friday 18 October 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

In this newsletter there is information about last year’s budget. We 

finished the year with a small underspend which we had anticipated. 

We are now setting the budget for this year and unfortunately will 

still need to make reductions in our spending in order to ensure we do 

not go into a deficit. This situation is a consequence of the increasing 

costs of running the school which are not matched by similar 

increases in the school’s income. Although the school continues to 

expand in size we are limited by the constraints of the building and 

the opportunities to open satellite classes. I am pleased to tell you 

that we are planning to open new satellite classes at Canterbury 

Primary School and The Spires Academy. There will be formal 

consultations about these shortly. Included in the consultation will be 

the formal increase in the school’s commissioned place number – this 

is the overall number of pupils that the school could accommodate. 

This has not been increased for a number of years and is very out of 

date but will now include the proposed expansions.  

I will keep you up to date with these developments as they unfold. 

Through all of these changes we will continue to maintain our high 

standards in all that we do and I am grateful for your support.  

 

Best wishes 

Daniel Lewis 

Headteacher 

Flynn loving his Hydrotherapy 

session with Tanya 

Luke reaching for the top of the 

Clock Tower in Herne Bay 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 2 

This term Orangutan Class topic will be rainforest; we will be 

learning about Orangutans natural habitat, so lots of monkeying 

around, and learning about the seaside, lots of water play activities 

as well as exploring the Coral reef. 

We will be organising a family Fun day before the end of the year; 

so please check your home contact books for letters. As the 

weather improves we will be aiming to go out shopping and to parks 

in the local community. We are also planning a big trip out for the 

end of the year. 

 

 

EY and Key Stage 1 

Rainbow Fish Class are learning all about Space this term. We are reading the book Zoom Rocket Zoom and 

we have been learning about rockets, making a rocket, astronauts, making jet packs and engaging with the 

Galaxies sensory story. 

We will be continuing with phonics again this term, trampolining, Art with 

Micaela, Music with Iaonnis and Active Ed with Judit. Later this term we plan to 

have a trip out to Wingham Wildlife Park courtesy of the Canterbury Rotary 

Club.  

 

In Bear Class this term we are learning all about the seaside. We hope to go on a 

trip to the beach towards the end of term 6.  We are very lucky to now have a 

ball pit in our classroom which the children absolutely love—as you can imagine! 

We will begin to go to the shop every week from Wednesday 9 May and we will 

let you know which children we will be taking.   

 

Owl Class are progressing beautifully. This term we 

are learning all about shape names and their 

properties. We are continuing learning our sounds in 

phonics and have started learning the cued 

articulation hand signs from 'the ants in the apple, a 

a' song, which can be found on youtube if they would 

like to show you at home. Our world studies topic is 

castles and science is based on spring. As September 

is fast approaching, we have started going onto the 

big playground at lunch times. The children have really enjoyed this and are very happy playing with their 

older friends, its lovely to see how confident they are. 

Please can everyone bring in suncream and hats; if you haven't already. The children all need to have their 

PE kits in school at all times as we will take every opportunity to have water play in the playground where 

the children love climb in and get very wet. There is lots of fun and learning to look forward to. 



 

Tiger Class have lots of exciting things coming up this term! The sunny weather is lifting our spirits and we 

really hope it is going to stay so we can embark on lots of outside learning, playing and socialising. We are 

looking forward to starting horse riding this term at Cobbes Meadow. We are glad to be continuing with our 

shopping trips to buy ingredients for cooking - although some of our shopping trips may just be to buy some 

nice ice cold lollies to cool us down!! We are having Drama sessions with Anita on Wednesday mornings to 

start exploring our topic - Seaside. Here's to a fun and exciting term full of lots of new and developed 

experiences!  

 

Lion Class finished their topic on The Great Fire of London by setting fire to their model of London and 

watched as the houses burned. It was very exciting. We learned how quickly the fire spread due to the 

houses being so close together! We enjoyed looking at the books and items that children brought in from 

home. 

This term our topic is Pirates. As part of this topic we are looking at money and 

how many pennies make up each coin.  We will then go on to adding coins 

together to make larger amounts. At the end of term we will be having a bring 

and buy sale to raise money for our playground. More information will come out 

nearer the time, but we are hoping that the children might like to dress up as 

pirates so start making your pirate costumes! 

In Science, we are learning about floating and sinking and will use our topic to 

explore this area.  In English we will be reading pirate stories and poems and 

writing some of our own.  

Please remember to send in a named sun cream and sun hat when the weather warms up again. 

 

In Terms 5 and 6 Toucan Class topic is Superheroes.  The students are very 

excited by this and have already been learning about fictional and real life 

heroes.  In Science, we are focussing on famous Scientists and 

Inventors.  We have investigated the properties of plastic in an exciting and 

popular session about Lego! In PE, the children are learning hockey skills and 

during their warm ups and cool downs they are demonstrating the super 

powers of their favourite heroes. 

We have had some great success in our cookery sessions where the children 

are being encouraged to prepare and sample a range of healthy 'super 

power' foods! So far we have had delicious cheese and spinach muffins, 

home made hummus and salad snacks, all carefully prepared by the students themselves.  Many thanks for 

all of the cooking donations we have had in so far.  In Term 6 we will be having a Superhero day, where 

children will be invited to come to school dressed up as their favourite hero.  More details of this to 

come.  As the weather has shown signs of hotting up please ensure your child has a named bottle of 

suncream that can be kept in school and sun hat where appropriate. 



 

 

 

Key Stage 3 

S2A finished the term before Easter with a visit to the Beany to see the 

pangolin, an object adopted by St Nicholas school. The class have investigated 

where pangolins come from and why they are endangered and completed fact 

cards to share with students from other schools. When we visited the pangolin 

we also saw the BFG exhibition. The group visited the seaside museum at Herne 

Bay as part of our Leisure and Tourism studies and enjoyed a tour from the 

volunteers before spending time on the sea front watching a boat being craned 

into the sea and ate chip sandwiches! 

The group are making preparations for the performance of Macbeth and took 

part in a workshop to learn dramatic fighting skills too! 

 

During the summer term S3 Star Group will be learning about different jobs and careers.  The class have 

already chosen some jobs they would like to find out about and these include being a policeman, ice cream 

maker, astronaut and Youtuber.  As part of this topic students will start to look at how they can travel 

safely in the local community and we will make some journeys using public transport.  Also this term 

S3 Star Group will be attending Forest School at Littlebourne nature reserve.  The class have already been 

once and enjoyed making characters out of clay and exploring the nature reserve.  Next week the students 

will be making their lunch of jacket potatoes on the camp fire!    

Key Stage 4 

Students in KS4 are working feverously hard as their Travel training, City & 

Guilds and Duke Of Edinburgh Awards are all coming to a busy end. Some students are 

preparing to take their Entry level awards in English , Maths and ICT. 

Class S4 thoroughly enjoyed their visit to the Julie Rose Athletics stadium in 

Ashford. They got to observe and learn about the role of a Duty Officer at a Sports 

Centre and were allowed to practice their athletic skills on the professional indoor 

facilities and 400 m running track. 

Some of our higher needs learners have been attending horse riding lessons at Cobbes Meadow RDA and are 

particularly excited about the upcoming Seastar residential trip this term. 

 

 

 

In March a large group of students had the opportunity 

to go to Kingswood activity centre for 2 nights and 2 

days. Everyone had an amazing time and were extremely 

sensible and a credit to the school. The students enjoyed 

activities from archery, zip wire to cinema and fencing. 

All the students participated and enjoyed the trip away. 

Some of them are already looking forward to next year! 



 

 Another busy term for our KS5 students who are all working hard to complete their modules of work for 

their individual accreditation pathways. A huge congratulations to 

those who have completed some of their functional skills exams in the 

past few weeks. We have a few more exams this term which we wish 

everyone luck for! 

We are also starting our transition programmes for those moving on 

from St Nicholas, and for those moving up to us from the main school. 

We have an open evening event on Wednesday 16 May 4—7 pm; where 

all parents/carers are invited to come and look around our 6th form to 

find out information about us and what we do here, as well as to talk to 

class teachers, and other professionals from other services for Post 19 

provisions. Please feel free to come along. 

Some groups are completing a mini enterprise project and are currently 

growing plants and making conserves to sell at the summer fair, the 

students will also be selling cream teas on the day! 

 

 

 

 

The SHINE senior group, led by Tracy Obee, had a very successful 

week visiting places in our community to interview bus drivers, police 

officers and staff.  The student thoroughly enjoyed using their low 

tech communication aids to ask people questions.  Everyone they spoke 

to was very patient and happy to make the students feel welcome and 

confident. 

 

 

 

 

The SHINE senior group, again led by 

Tracy Obee, had a wonderful coffee 

morning.  Students helped prepare a 

raffle and display cakes.  Our VIP 

guests, local senior citizens, enjoyed 

some beautiful accordion music played 

by a kind gentleman who played some 

real old favourites.  The students and guests were happy to be involved 

with general chatter, eye gaze and low tech communication aids were encouraged and students responded 

well. 

 

 



 

 

Due to the GDPR data protection regulations from the EU which come in to force on 25 May 2018; we will 

shortly be sending out new consent/permission forms for completion.  More information to follow… 

For more information clink here 

 

 

 

There are plenty of ways to keep up to date with St Nicholas School news 

  

St Nicholas School facebook page Twitter https://twitter.com/SchoolNicholas 

Download the T2P app on your phone  St Nicholas School Website           

 

Do you have an autistic child growing up with a typically developing sibling 

(6-18 years old)?  Then you are invited to take part in a research 

(interviews and questionnaires) examining the sibling experiences, needs 

and perspectives of the typically developing child in the family. 

My name is Katia Voulgari and I am working at St Nicholas School. If you are interested in participating or 

would like more information, please contact me: 

aikaterini.voulgari.16@ucl.ac.uk (07467131299) or my supervisor georgia.pavlopoulou.14@ucl.ac.uk 

 

This study has been ethically approved by the UCL Institute of Education Ethics Committee. 
Thank you! 

 

 

Please join our PTFA Facebook page to keep abreast of what's going on in school and all 

the latest PTFA news.   

E Safety 

Do you know that your young person is using the internet safely? Please do come along to the PTFA meeting 

on Wednesday 23 May, where the rescheduled training session on E Safety will take place.  

Thank you! 

Thank you to the Forest of Blean Rotary for their generous donation of £500 towards the MUGA pitch. I’m 

delighted to tell you that installation will take place over the summer holidays. 

PTFA meetings are an important platform which provides parents and carers with an opportunity to discuss 

issues which affect our children and school.  Please feel free to attend our relaxed, friendly and informal 

PTFA meetings at any stage in the school year. 

If you would like to get involved with the PTFA or require further details, please contact 

vanessajoakes@gmail.com 

 

 

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Nicholas-School-Canterbury-155090001995608/
https://twitter.com/SchoolNicholas
https://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/
mailto:aikaterini.voulgari.16@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:georgia.pavlopoulou.14@ucl.ac.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/744976165568740/?fref=nf
https://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/


 

 
Warrior Poets  

The Warrior Poets project comes to a close this week with a celebration at the new Marlowe Kit ,attended 

by Canterbury Poet Laureate, Lemn Sissay, who will hand out certificates to the participants. A team of 

spoken word artists from the Marlowe led by James Baldwin have been creating poetry with the group 

through games , drawing and drama, drawing on the experiences of the group of looked after children from 

KS3,4 and 5. Their poetry will be performed at the event.  

RSC Associate Schools Programme  

Rehearsals are fully underway for our performance of a scene of 

Macbeth at Dover Castle on Thursday 28 June . S1A , S1B and S2A  will 

be performing at an outside location as part of a site-specific 

performance. Our scene will feature original music and puppet 

apparitions.  

On Thursday 26 April S2A took part in a mass schools screening of the 

RSC production of Macbeth starring Christopher Eccleston as part of 

the RSC Associate Schools programme. They are working hard with S1A and S1B on their own production of 

a scene from the play which will be staged at Dover Castle at the end of June.  

 

 

 

This summer’s exhibition Animals and Us, which 

one of our KS3 students has a piece of work 

exhibited in, is opening in June at the Turner are 

hoping to bring a life size puppet of a polar bear 

to Margate!. 

The Polar Bear was made by Green Peace and 

created to get thousands of people talking about 

climate change. It will create job opportunities 

as local people will be trained to be puppeteers 

and it will undoubtedly make an incredible 

spectacle for Margate- it will roam across the 

sands for 20 day!! 

Over the past few years St Nicholas school students have created several large scale puppets and we are 

currently working on a Bear puppet for our schools First Nation Immersive Week in June. If Paula the polar 

Bear comes to Margate this will be a wonderful opportunity for our students to see it!!  

If you are interested in supporting this project please click here to find out how you can donate! Thank You! 

 

https://www.turnercontemporary.org/exhibitions/paula-the-polar-bear


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What we do… 

St Nicholas School is a special school for children and young people with 

profound, severe and complex learning difficulties. 

We offer a range of support and help to the students. But did you know we are 

also here to help with other matters? 

As well as the services mentioned in this leaflet, we also offer time and a safe 

space to talk about any worries or concerns you may have. 

Who we are... 



 

 

 

 

St Nicholas school are running a free bus service from the school to the SNAAP fortnightly 

sports club (for children aged 8 years and older). 

If you would like to book a place at the club please contact SNAAP- 01227 367555. 

To book a place on the bus run please contact Emma, Kate or Steph on 01227 464316 

The dates for SNAAP Sports Club: 16 March, 27 April, 11 and 25 May, 8 and 22 June and 6 and 20 July 

 

  

We run a daily breakfast club from 8 am Monday-Friday. The Club runs in the food technology room and is 

run by St Nicholas School staff; the club costs £3 per session. If you would like to book a place at breakfast 

club please contact; Emma, Kate or Stephanie: 01227 464316 emma.w or stephanie.b or kate.t2 @st-

nicholas.kent.sch.uk  

 

 

We offer a Social Work Clinic, run by Corrine Laidlaw from the Children’s Disability Team, here at St 

Nicholas School.  Please feel free to drop in or phone on the days of the clinic if you have anything you would 

like to discuss. The next date will be Wednesday 16 May from 10—2 pm. Later dates are: Wednesday 13 June  

Wednesday 11 July. For further information please email; emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk  

 

 

A reminder that this year’s school meals have increased to £2.40 per day which can be paid termly or weekly 

in advance. School meals at the 6th form block are £3 per day. 

If you are in receipt of Free School Meals please go to www.kent.gov.uk to check that you are still 

eligible or contact the school office. 

 

 

Can I remind you that we ask for a voluntary donation of £5 each term to help towards the cost of the 

community based education programmes, swimming trips, shopping trips and outings which the pupils take part 

in. This can be paid termly or yearly (£30) if more convenient. If you have already made your contribution – 

many thanks. 

 

 

Stephen King, Deputy Headteacher, will be running a beginners 

Makaton workshop for anyone who is interested.  It will run over 

two afternoons: Thursday 21 June and Friday 22 June from 

12.30—3 pm. Please contact the school to book a place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kent.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 23 May 10 am PTFA Meeting 

Tuesday 19 June 10 am PTFA Meeting 

Friday 20 July  PTFA Summer Lunch 

Saturday 21 July 11—1 pm St Nicholas Summer Fete 

School closed on Bank Holiday Monday 7 May. 

School closes on Friday 25 May  

We look forward to seeing you back on  

Monday 4 June. 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Nicholas School 

Budget 2017/2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


