
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

ST NICHOLAS SCHOOL 

   NEWSLETTER (5) APRIL 2017    

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2016 – 2017 

 

TERM 5 

Start: Wednesday 19 April 2017 

Finish: Friday 26 May 2017 

Bank Holidays: Monday 1 May 2017 

Staff Development Days: Tuesday 18 

April 2017 

 

TERM 6 

Start: Monday 5 June 2017 

Finish: Friday 21 July 2017 at 2 pm 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 – 2018 

 

TERM 1  

Start: Wednesday 6 September 

Finish: Thursday 19 October 

Staff Development Days: Monday 4 and 

Tuesday 5 September and Friday 20 

October 2017 

 

Term 2 

Start: Monday 30 October 2017 

Finish: Wednesday 20 December 2017 

at 2 pm 

 

Term 3  

Start: Friday 5 January 2018 

Finish: Friday 9 February 2018 

Staff Development Day: Thursday 4 

January 2018 

 

Term 4 

Start: Monday 19 February 2018 

Finish: Thursday 29 March 2018 

 

Term 5 

Start: Tuesday 17 April 2018 

Finish: Friday 25 May 2018 

Staff Development Day: Monday 16 

April 2018 

Bank Holidays: Monday 7 May 2018 

Staff Development Day: Monday 16 

April 2018 

 

Term 6  

Start: Monday 4 June 2018 

Finish: Tuesday 24 July 2018 

Kingswood 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

I have attached to this newsletter a summary of the budget for the 

last financial year which finished at the end of March. We are now 

looking at setting this year’s budget and finances are very tight. We 

are having to look now very carefully at our recruitment of additional 

staff and our spending on supporting the curriculum. Having already 

begun the process of making savings and looking to get better value we 

are now doing even more. I am confident that we can continue to 

maintain our high standards but it will be a challenge. 

We ask you to make a voluntary contribution of £5 each term to help 

towards the additional costs we incur in organising and providing the 

full range of educational activities that we plan. A number of you are 

very good at sending that money in, and I am very grateful to you, and I 

would encourage as many others as possible to do this as it makes a 

considerable difference.  The costs of riding, swimming, food 

technology and special events are all helped by these generous 

donations. 

We are currently in the midst of both local and national elections that 

may well change the educational world even more. The governors and I 

continue to weigh up the options for the school and will consult with you 

about any changes in the way the school is set up well in advance of 

taking any action. The intention will always be to ensure the highest 

quality education for your children in these ever changing 

circumstances. 

The retirement of Angela Pike, our fantastic Deputy Headteacher will 

be celebrated towards the end of the summer terms. I will give you 

further details later this term. 

 

Daniel Lewis  

Headteacher 

 

The Genie from Aladdin Sensory Production 

http://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/


KEY STAGE NEWS 

This term the children in Mary Sheridan are reading farm stories and singing 

songs about farm animals. They especially enjoy the ‘splash’ for The Pig’s in the 
Pond.   

 

Rainbow Fish’s topic is Space this term. If any parents have any Space related 

objects; please send them in. We are continuing with our phonics this term 

which will be using symbols to identify words with the same initial sound. Our 

number work is all about number formation 1-5 and our Shape work is learning prepositions. We will 

continue our Active Education, Clever Hands and Hydro programmes.  

  

Bear class are finding out about jungle animals through: song, stories, role play and other 

exciting activities.   

 

Owl class will be out in the woods riding on Monday mornings for the remainder of this term.  They 

are also going to be making books about their homes within the summer topic of Houses, Homes and 
Castles.   

 

Lion Class had a fantastic trip to the Roman Museum in Canterbury on Tuesday. 

We looked at different artefacts and grouped them into their materials and if 

they were natural or man-made. The children explored a Roman Villa and saw the 

original mosaic floors that have been preserved at the museum.  

 

This term Tiger Class are really excited about starting our new topic; play. We 

are also going into town once a week to do community based learning. We go to 

Tesco to buy snack then to a local cafe to have our snack and then we have some 

free time in Dane John Gardens. The children are all doing so well during this 

lesson and are so well behaved in town!  

 

In Toucan Class we are very busy with our new topic Lifecycles and we are focusing on time and 

changes.  We will be learning all about different jobs in our English lessons as well as thinking about 

our skills and what we are good at.  In Maths we are revisiting our Number Skills, as well as focusing 

on Time in our Topic lessons.  We are also very lucky to have ceramics this term and in Science we are 

learning about human and animal lifecycles. We are continuing with cooking and would be very grateful 

if you could send in a voluntary contribution of £5 to our cooking funds; this will last for both terms. 

Many thanks! 

 

This term Penguins and Polar Bears will be learning all about Pirates! We will be learning about some 

of the most ferocious pirates to have ever sailed the seven seas, creating our own pirate boats, 

designing and making pirate flags, learning and composing sea shanties, following pirate maps to 

treasure, stretching in pirate yoga, writing our own pirate adventures and much more. We are very 

excited to have Anita for drama and Yannis for music this term. 

 

In March a group of 16 pupils from Key Stage 3 participated in a school residential trip to Kingswood; 

a centre for outdoor and adventurous activities in Ashford. The group had great fun and really loved 

doing all the activities, including; high equilibrium, zip wire, nightline, fencing, movie night and team 

tech. The activities were enjoyed by all the students...and the staff (well; most of them!) 



The pupils involved really made everyone proud, behaved perfectly and 

worked really hard at being a team. Their confidence and self-esteem 

increased over the week and they really helped one another out in many 

situations. They all certainly represented the school amazingly and were a 

pleasure to take away. Well done to all those involved; students and staff.  

 

S2A enjoyed a visit to Dover castle as part of the 

studies of Leisure and Tourism. The group visited 

the tourist information centre in Canterbury and 

researched a place to visit in Kent. We studied 

trip advisor reviews of places in Canterbury and 

compiled our own list of places to visit. We also 

paid a visit to the cathedral to investigate the Easter garden as part of our 

Easter studies. The group enjoyed a visit from Stomp and also took part in 

the school production of Aladdin and the Easter service. We looked at food 

chains and life cycles and enjoyed looking at the frog spawn in the pond, 

and creating display material for the CCW Science Day.  
 

This term S3 have been going to Littlebourne 

Nature Reserve to do Forest School Activities.  The class have enjoyed 

nature trails, pond dipping and fire making.  It has been lovely to get 

outside in the sunshine! 

 

Key Stage 4 have another busy term ahead. Some of our students have 

already visited Centre Parcs and others have a DofE residential trip to 

Wales at the end of the term and wish them the best of luck with their 

expeditions.  

Our topics this term is Play and in our English studies we will be looking at poetry focussing 

specifically on The Highway Man. Classes will continue to encourage students to become independent 

learners and this will allow opportunities for trips into the community where they will practice 

important life skills including money handling.  

 

Class S4A will be undertaking work experience at Whitstable Tesco next week. Students will have 

the opportunity to work in all departments including Fishmongers, Bakery, Checkouts. They will 

be taught the process of how to secure future employment from CV writing to interviewing 

techniques. 

 

The next KS5 coffee morning held at St Nicholas @ Canterbury College will be Friday 19 May  from 

10 am all KS4 parents (year 10 and 11) are welcome to attend and have; a look around our 6th form 

facilities, meet the manager and discuss future opportunities for our young people. If you are unable 

to attend, please feel free to arrange an alternative appointment with the school. 

  



The Arabian Nights - Anita Meyer (Drama Teacher)  

This year for our annual school show; the St Nicholas creative arts team 

decided to explore a different kind of performance. Our aim was to create a 

show that was immersive, atmospheric and sensory and consequently more 

accessible for our students. 

Drawing on the stories of The Arabian Nights; we transformed the sports hall 

into an Arabic market place with yards of exotic fabric and lots of pegs. 

Students travelled into the space on a “magic carpet” and were met by a the 

mysterious Scheherazade (volunteer and professional actress Marj) who 

showed them around the different attractions  of the famous market of 

Agrabah; aromatic stalls selling herbs and spices of the orient, a giant Roc egg,  

jewellery making and animated film projections .  

After exploring the sensory market stalls; visitors could choose their own activities and have a unique 

experience. They could relax on the cushions and watch the shadow play, animations, music and 

dancing or they could join in with the Arabic drumming, percussion and sound beam in the music area; 

run by our new music teacher Yiannis and volunteer Michael. They could watch and participate in belly 

dancing and play behind the shadow screens.  In the mornings there were belly dance performances 

by students from Lion Class and the College Group supported by Angela and Anita. In the afternoons, 

visitors could also watch the performances of Aladdin and Sinbad the Sailor devised by Anita with 

S3A, S5A and the PE Enrichment drama and dance group. 

Students from across the school and St Nicholas at Canterbury College were 

involved in designing and building; the market stalls, the giant roc egg, the 

lanterns and banners which decorated the hall with Micaela, Mig and visiting 

artist and set designer  Omiro. S5A created a beautiful animated film and 

S4A worked with Tom and Micaela to design and build an impressive giant 

genie puppet. S5A joined the team of volunteers, staff and students from 

school and the college group who facilitated the event carrying out roles as 

diverse as pulling the magic carpet, working the smoke machine, running the 

sensory stalls and operating the sound and lighting whilst in costume and in 

role.  

They also created dramatic material and ideas for the giant puppet sequence 

of the show and Joe and Mario found themselves performing in S5A’s Aladdin 

at very short notice with only one rehearsal! 

The highlight of the performance had to be the appearance of the giant puppet in the cave of 
wonders. Scheherazade chose a different child in every performance to be the diamond in the rough 

and to lead the audience into the cave to summon the genie. The puppet appeared in a puff of smoke 

and in UV lighting to grant the wishes of the audience (and receive the odd call on a giant mobile 

phone from his mum!).  

The show ran for nine performances and was very well received by students, staff and parents of the 

performers who attended.  A large team of staff, students and volunteers worked incredibly hard to 

ensure its success and to make this the first of, hopefully, many immersive theatre events at St 

Nicholas.  

Thanks to everyone who contributed; especially stage-manager, superstar students; Connor and Ben 

(who attended all the performances), to Gordon and Karine for technical support and to site staff 

Kenny and Matt who helped rig the environment.   

Congratulations on a wonderful show!  

 

 

 

 



 

Letter from the Chair 

As the new Chair of the St Nicholas School Governing Body, I thought I 

should take this opportunity to say a few words about myself and the school.  

Briefly; I joined St Nicholas as a governor five years ago after a career in 

central government that spanned a number of different Whitehall 

departments.  For the last four years I have been the Governing Body’s 

Vice-Chair, working closely with the previous Chair; Alison Ekins. 

I know I speak for my fellow governors when I say that Alison has been an 

inspirational leader of the Governing Body.  Her commitment and devotion to 

St Nicholas school during the last four years has made the school stronger 

in all that it does.  I am very grateful to her for her hard work, not least in 

establishing a clear pathway for taking the school forward; a pathway that I intend to follow.  

As Daniel highlights in this newsletter; St Nicholas School, like every other school in the country, is 

coming under ever increasing financial pressures.  I am pleased to say that careful management by 

Daniel and his team has ensured that our financial position has remained stable and, unlike some other 

schools, we have not had to cut activities or staff numbers.  I can assure you that governors will 

continue to work with Daniel to tackle cost pressures in ways that do not harm the school’s ability to 

meet its vision of providing a high quality education for all of our children and young people.  

Because of the good work of many at the school I am confident that St Nicholas is well-placed to 

weather any future storms that may come our way; storms created by increasing financial pressures 

and any changes forced by government (for example, after the calling of the General Election in 

June, we wait to see if the new government will decide again to force all schools to become 

academies).  But, more than that, I know that we have the people, the skills and the organisation to 

plan properly in a way that keeps us ahead of events and ensures St Nicholas School remains in 

charge of its own future. 

The Governing Body is determined to communicate regularly and often with parents, carers, staff and 

pupils, and to involve you all as far as we can in decision making.  You will of course be consulted in full 

should governors propose any future changes aimed at creating an even better educational provision 

for pupils. 

As a first step; I plan to write regular items in the school newsletter about what the Governing Body 

has done, is doing and is planning to do.  I shall also discuss with Daniel how I can get to meet more of 

you at school events and meetings. 

Until the next time... 

Nigel Wootton 

 

More pleas for donations… 

We are developing our school garden. 

We welcome any donations of gardening items and or equipment such as: 

secateurs, plant pots, welly boots, gardening gloves, compost and seeds 

Please feel free to send in for the attention of Louise. 

 

If anyone has any buckets, spades, children’s hats, sunglasses, kids umbrellas 

or towels for our beach themed sensory boxes or toy 

trains, cars buses and books for our transport 

themed boxes you would like to donate for our 

sensory boxes; please can you send them in to either Rachel or Nuala.  

Many thanks. 

 

 



Memorial garden 

The memorial garden was created over 10 

years ago through a funding grant. It 

offers a quiet area for remembrance and 

reflection on pupils and staff who have 

died. Students, in particular, who have 

experienced bereavement frequently use 

it. 

The garden offers a memorial fountain and 

pebbles with the names of the pupils and 

staff that have passed away. 

We would like to say a big, big thank you 

for your kind donations of plants, 

ornaments and soil for the memorial 

garden.  

The garden was looking very 'sad' 

following the dry Easter holidays and lack 

of attention; but with your kind donations 

and some tlc the garden is looking 

beautiful and loved.  

 

Social Work Drop in Clinic at St Nicholas School 

We offer a Social Work Clinic, run by Debra Wright from the Children’s Disability Team, here at St 

Nicholas School.  Please feel free to drop in or phone on the days of the clinic if you have anything 

you would like to discuss. The next date will be Wednesday 24 May. Further dates: 21 June and 19 

July. For further information please contact Emma Wellard emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk  

 

talkingtherapies@psicon is an NHS-commissioned service which offers free 

psychological treatments to the people of Canterbury and Kent to help them 

learn new strategies for coping with common problems such as anxiety, 

depression/low mood, and stress. We can also help with difficulties such as 

obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD) and post-traumatic stress disorder 

(PTSD). 

You can contact that yourself with a referral from your GP on 01227 379099 

or talkingtherapies@psicon.co.uk 

 

School Dinners 

A reminder that this term school meals are £2.35 per day which can be paid termly or weekly in 

advance. School meals at the 6th form block are £3 per day. 

If you are in receipt of Free School Meals please go to www.kent.gov.uk to check that you are 

still eligible or contact the school office. 
  

School Voluntary Fund Reminder 

Can I remind you that we ask for a voluntary donation of £5 each term to help towards the cost of 

the community based education programmes, swimming trips, shopping trips and outings which the 

pupils take part in. If you have already made your contribution – many thanks. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.psicon.co.uk/
mailto:talkingtherapies@psicon.co.uk
http://www.kent.gov.uk/


PTFA (Parents, Teachers, Friends Association) News  

PTFA Meetings 

Please feel free to attend our relaxed, friendly and informal PTFA meetings at any stage in the 

school year. The first half of our meeting is a structured, but informal chat, which provides parents 

and carers with an opportunity to discuss issues which affect our children and school.  

Forthcoming dates for meetings and events; please see below. 

If you would like to get involved or require further details, please contact me via the office or email 

me at vanessajoakes@gmail.com. 

 

'Phil’ the Bag 

Thank you to everyone who sent in clothes for the 'Phil’ the Bag initiative; we raised £74. The PTFA 

will arrange another one in six months; so, in the meantime, please hold on to your clothes and if you 

have storage issues contact us. 

 

The Playground 

Hopefully you will all have seen the new markings in the playground; which include games and a road. 

The feedback from children and staff has been really positive.  

The next project will be to develop the MUGA pitch within the playground. There are some exciting 

new plans afoot. We will provide some photos and further details in the next newsletter. 

 

Please join our PTFA Facebook page to keep abreast of what's going on in school and all 

the latest PTFA news. 

 

FORTHCOMING DATES: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reminder: 

School closes for on Friday 26 May at 3 pm 
We look forward to seeing you back on Monday 5 June. 

Monday 8 May 10 – 1 pm CAMHs Clinic 

Tuesday 9 May  Satellite Transition Coffee Morning 

Friday 12 May  Parent Workshop 

Friday 19 May  Extra KS4 Transition Coffee Morning 

Monday 22 May  New St Nicholas Yr7 transitions coffee morning 

Wednesday 24 May 9 – 3 pm Social Work Clinic 

Wednesday 24 May 10 – 12 pm PTFA Meeting 

Tuesday 20 June 10 – 12 pm PTFA Meeting 

Tuesday 20 June  Primary Sports Day 

Thursday 22 June  MOVE/Active Ed Celebration 

26 – 30 June  Magic Week 

Monday 26 June  Sensory Workshop 

Tuesday 4 July  Senior Sports Day 

Tuesday 4 July  Parents Evening to discuss reports 

Saturday 8 July  11 – 1 pm Summer Fete 

Wednesday 12 July  Swimming Gala 

Monday 17 July  KS4/5 Celebration Assembly 

Friday 21 July 10 am Whole School Assembly 

https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/744976165568740/


St Nicholas School 

Budget 2016/17 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

£1,975,423.37 

£403,540.00 
£121,480.46 

£1,512,185.00 

£980,573.00 

Income Categories 

Delegated funding

Sixth Form Students

Pupil Premium

SEN Funding

Other Income

£188,393.67 £344,400.62 

£479,273.93 

£3,987,209.63 

Expenditure Categories 

Premises

Curriculum

Other Expenditure

Staff


