
ACADEMIC YEAR 2017 – 2018 

 

Term 1  

Start: Wednesday 6 September 

Finish: Thursday 19 October 

Staff Development Days:  

Monday 4 September,  

Tuesday 5 September and Friday 20 

October 2017 

 

Term 2 

Start: Monday 30 October 2017 

Finish: Wednesday 20 December 2017 

 

Term 3  

Start: Friday 5 January 2018 

Finish: Friday 9 February 2018 

Staff Development Day:  

Thursday 4 January 2018 

 

Term 4 

Start: Monday 19 February 2018 

Finish: Thursday 29 March 2018 

 

Term 5 

Start: Tuesday 17 April 2018 

Finish: Friday 25 May 2018 

Staff Development Day:  

Monday 16 April 2018 

Bank Holidays: Monday 7 May 2018  

 

Term 6  

Start: Monday 4 June 2018 

Finish: Tuesday 24 July 2018 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2018 –17 

 

Term 1 

Start: Wednesday 5 September 2018 

End: Thursday 18 October 

Staff Development Days: 

Monday 3 ,Tuesday 4 September and 

Friday 19 October 2018 

 

Term 2 

Start: Monday 29 October 2018 

End: Wednesday 19 December 2018 

 

 
Ethiopia Day at St Nicholas School 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Welcome to our first completely on-line edition of the 

school newsletter and I hope you have all had a good summer 

- although at times the weather was a bit disappointing. 

The school term has started very positively as we welcomed 

thirty new children and young people into the school. We 

also have three new teachers and two new classroom 

assistants to add to the excitement. Our new management 

team are in place and so if you have a question or a concern 

and your child is in the primary department then your 

contact is Nathalie Akhmatova or if they are in the 

secondary department then it is Lorna Sullivan. 

Can I remind you how important your contributions of £5 

are to the Voluntary Fund which helps us towards the costs 

of a whole range of activities that enrich the children’s 

education experience. 

Please look at and use the website, which will have all the 

latest school news on it, and let us know how we can improve 

it. We will be increasingly using email and text to 

communicate with you and so we do need to have up to to 

date addresses and numbers for you. Do let us known if any 

of those change. 

 

Daniel Lewis  

Headteacher 

 



Early Years at the Mary Sheridan Unit has started well with an influx of 17 new children. 

 

Foundation Stage children new to Rainbow Fish Class have settled in really well.  They are enjoying 

PE, play, music and lunchtime.  Their topic for this term is Ourselves. 

 

Welcome to those who are new to our school, and welcome back to children returning after the 

summer.  I feel very privileged in my new role to be able to spend time with children, staff and 

families across the whole department and am happy to see how quickly the children have settled 

into their classes. There are some changes within primary: Sally Mullervy is now head of Infants, 

and this means taking the helm at Mary Sheridan pre-school, as well as overseeing children in 

Rainbow Fish, Bear and Owl class.  This should ensure your child has very smooth changes as they 

move through their earliest years within our school.  New to Key stage 1 is Lee Gore, who previously 

taught in Key Stage 2 within our school, Helen Nicholson; who has been teaching in our satellite 

provision within Chartham school and within Key Stage 2, we welcome Jasmine MacPherson, who has 

come to us from Five Acre Wood.   I look forward to working with staff and parents and please 

contact me if I can be of assistance. Nathalie Akhmatova, Assistant Headteacher  

 

Owl class are are settling in well to the new routines and enjoying a mini project based around the 

book Owl Babies; as we get to know each other better. We 

have been sharing and re-telling the story and getting our 

hands very gluey with paper mache; as we make owls to 

decorate our classroom. Over the first two terms we will be 

undertaking work based on the topic ourselves and other 
living things.  

 

Penguins and Polar Bear Classes are settling beautifully into 

the new academic year at Chartham Primary School. Our new 

Penguin and Polar Bear friends have been exploring our 

classrooms, playground, lunch hall and have even been into a celebration assembly.  

We will be starting our new timetable this week; Wednesday morning we will be travelling to St 

Nicholas school for food tech, music and to see our friends at 

playtime. On Friday morning we will be swimming at Kingsmead 

swimming pool—so please send in a kit as we are all very 

excited about our swim.  

Our topic for terms 1 & 2 is SPACE . We will be creating 

astronaut outfits and buildings rockets ready for our space 

exploration.  

Just a little reminder to please look at the St Nicholas 

website not Chartham for all term dates. 

We are all looking forward to a fun filled brilliant term. 

 

All pupils in Tiger Class have settled in really well. We have had 

so much fun already. We really enjoyed our first swimming session, meeting Tessa the dog during a 

Pets as Therapy session and taking part in lots of messy play and art activities. We have also 

started some fantastic learning using the TEACCH cycle. This term our topic is Relationships. We 

are going to explore the relationships we have with people, places and things. We are also going to 

experience different aspects of and learn about the seasons. What a fun term we have ahead of us!  

Lion Class cooking cakes 



 

Toucan Class have settled in brilliantly and everyone has been working hard in class already. 

Sometimes we have PE outside on a Monday; so please feel free to send in extra clothes for their 

PE kits if you wish to.  Thank you for your cooking donations, they are very gratefully 

received.  Swimming went well this week, if you would like 

to send in money for your child to spend in the cafe, we 

suggest 70p for biscuits or £1.20 for Pringles.  As ever, 

any queries or concerns, please send a message and I will 

get back to you as soon as possible.  
 

Welcome back! 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all the 

pupils, parents and carers back to a new school year and a 

special warm welcome to those of you that are new to St 

Nicholas school. We have a few changes to inform you of: 

The new Key Stage 3 manager is Dave Jenner and the new 

KS4 manager is Dave Phillips. I have an overarching 

responsibility for Key stage 3 and 4.  

KS4 have begun their carousel sessions and the students are settling well. Star groups in KS3 have 

started and are extended to four mornings a week. This is an exciting new development and we 

believe the pupils will rise to the challenge! 

There will still be lots of exciting opportunities in the seniors including PE enrichment for KS3, 

swimming or hydro for all, forest school and various drama and music projects. 

If you have any queries or concerns about anything, please do not hesitate to contact your class 

teacher or  Lorna, Assistant Headteacher.  

 

S2A will continue at Spires Academy this year. Our topic until Christmas will be The world around 
us and we will be exploring the local and wider community; starting with a visit to Canterbury 

Museum next week. We will be reading Treasure Island and linking aspects of this to our curriculum. 

We also have some mainstream inclusion sessions, volunteer opportunities and involvement in local 

projects through our links with Spires.  

KS4 students are continuing to strive to improve their functional skills for independence 

whilst choosing their pathway of study. Whilst we already offer work experience opportunities at 

places such as Tesco's and follow accredited courses for example Duke Of Edinburgh Award, 

Sports Leaders and Equine studies at Trenley Park, we are hoping to introduce further 

possibilities by building partnerships with our local community organisations.   

 

Welcome back! 

I am really looking forward to my new role as Key Stage 5 manager; and please feel free to pop in, 

phone or email me, louise.h@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk, with any queries you may have.  

Term 1 is already very busy; we have a group of students studying for their City and Guilds Entry 

Level 3 in Skills for Working Life through Trenley Park, a group are taking part in their Silver Duke 

of Edinburgh awards and the drama group is taking part in the Shakespeare Festival at the 

Gulbenkian Theatre on 7 November 2017. Louise, KS5 Manager. 

 

 

Jack practising spreading in S5 cookery 



 

The music department is quite busy with a number of musical projects and collaborations this term. 

We start the term with a collaboration with Canterbury Festival using an external artist for eight 

weeks. 

Our students will learn basic producing and recording techniques and be introduced to the music and 

cultural elements of Hip Hop. We aim to record a number of musical tracks composed, performed 

and produced by our students. 

We are also collaborating with Simon Langton school. 

Over the last few months pupils at Simon Langton Boys School have created a computer system 

which links to an X-box Kinect Sensor. The Butterfly Machine plays music based on the user’s 

movements. The system has been programmed with different paintings at the Beaney Museum in 

Canterbury; with music specifically composed for different parts of each painting. Our pupils are 

invited to contribute to the composing process and take part in the performance. 

On Saturday 14 October; we have been invited to take part in the opening parade of the Canterbury 

Festival. Pupils will attend a Samba percussion workshop on 10 October and perform with other 

drummers during the parade. This is a great opportunity for our pupils to learn from professionals 

and be part of a an important community event. 

We are very excited to be involved in all projects and very happy that we can leave our impact in 

the community and offer our students substantial training and experience. 

Yiannis Zaronis 

 

 

Shakespeare Schools Festival  

Once again; St Nicholas School is taking part in the Schools Shakespeare Festival and this year 

S4A and the College Drama Group will be performing Twelfth Night at the Gulbenkian Theatre on 

Tuesday 7 November. The project is a wonderful opportunity for students to develop their 

confidence and team work skills and showcase their performing talents alongside other local 

schools. We will be sharing the stage with pupils from Bridge and Patrixbourne CE Primary School 

and Simon Langton Grammar School for Boys. 

As with many of Shakespeare’s comedies, the play has a complex plot full of mistaken identity and 

people in disguise. The group are rising to the challenge and have created some entertaining 

characters memorable moments and rehearsals are going well. This year, the performance will be 

full of live music, singing and knockabout comedy. 

If you would like tickets for this unmissable annual event, the school will block book a number in 

advance which will be available at £6.50 each. Please contact the office if you would like to be 

added to the list. Otherwise; tickets are available from the Gulbenkian Box Office on 769075.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Into Film Club and Festival 

This term will see the launch of a new lunchtime film club supported by Into Film. The organisation 

aims to “ put film at the heart of the educational and personal development of children and young 

people across the UK” and we have access to the Into Film catalogue of over 3,000 films and the 

opportunity to visit local cinemas participating in the Into Film Festival in October/November. 

Hundreds of free cinema seats have been made available for local participating schools and some lucky 

students will have the opportunity to see Moana , Dunkirk or Fantastic beasts and Where to Find 
Them.  

In June our annual Celebration Assembly took place.  The Active Education, 

MOVE and graduated TAG children attended with their parents.  36 children 

received certificates and enjoyed a slideshow of their achievements. 

The Active Ed trophy was presented to Claudius and the MOVE trophy to Lucy 

Bowen; for making the most progress last year.  Many congratulations to all 

the children for all their hard work and achievements over the year. 

 

 

 

Our family support team is expanding!  Kate Taylor has  been a TA at St 

Nicholas for around seven years, although she had a break to have triplets. 

Kate is looking forward to working with you and can be contacted on 01227 

464316 or kate.t2@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk. 

  

The family support team are available on Monday to Friday during the school 

day.  Individual team members are available: 

Emma Wellard—Tuesday-Friday, Stephanie Box—Monday and Wednesday and 

Kate Taylor—Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 

We are also very interested to know what subjects you would like our workshops to cover.  If we have 

enough parents/carers interested we will aim to facilitate any requests. 

 

 

 

We offer a Social Work Clinic, run by Corrine Laidlaw from the Children’s Disability Team, here at St 

Nicholas School.  Please feel free to drop in or phone on the days of the clinic if you have anything 

you would like to discuss. The next date will be Wednesday 20 September from 10—2 pm. Further 

dates: 18 October, 13 December. For further information please email; emma.w@st-

nicholas.kent.sch.uk  

 

 

 

We run a daily breakfast club from 8 am Monday-Friday. The Club runs in the food technology room 

and is run by St Nicholas School staff; the club costs £3 per session. If you would like to book a place 

at breakfast club please contact; Emma, Kate or Stephanie: 01227 464316 emma.w or stephanie.b or 

kate.t2 @st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk  
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kate.t2@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk
mailto:emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk
mailto:emma.w@st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk


 

 

 

As you are aware your child/young person has the opportunity to 

access many enriching experiences here at St Nicholas school; 

including cooking and food technology. 

You will also be aware that the school budget is very limited and we 

can only supply the very basics in the food technology room and 

therefore your child’s cookery lessons. 

Therefore, I am requesting that you send in a voluntary contribution 

of £4 to cover the costs of any additional ingredients the teacher 

may need to purchase for these lessons. Thank you for your 

contribution in advance. Lorna Sullivan 

 

 

 

St Nicholas school are running a free bus service from the school to the SNAAP 

fortnightly sports club (for children aged 8 years and older). 

If you would like to book a place at the club please contact SNAAP- 01227 

367555. 

If you would like to book a place on the bus run please contact Emma, Kate or 

Steph on 01227 464 316 

The next dates are: Friday 19 September, 13 and 27 October, 10 and 24 

November and 8 December. 

 

 

 

A reminder that this year’s school meals have increased to £2.40 per day which can be paid termly 

or weekly in advance. School meals at the 6th form block are £3 per day. 

If you are in receipt of Free School Meals please go to www.kent.gov.uk to check that you are 

still eligible or contact the school office.  

 

Can I remind you that we ask for a voluntary donation of £5 each term, this can be paid yearly 

(£30) if more convenient,  to help towards the cost of the community based education programmes, 

swimming trips, shopping trips and outings which the pupils take part in. This can be paid termly or 

yearly. If you have already made your contribution – many thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kent.gov.uk


 

 

A really warm welcome to all the new parents to St Nicholas School. Your PTFA would like to invite 

you to a coffee morning to be held on Wednesday 18 October from 10 - 12 pm. This will give us the 

opportunity to introduce you to the PTFA, share with you what we do and of course give you the 

chance to meet other parents which can be hard due to transport and the lack of a 'school gate'. The 

family support team will also attend to discuss any issues. There will of course be plenty of wonderful 

cakes and goodies! If you would like to attend please email me; so I can ensure you are met in 

Reception. vanessajoakes@gmail.com. 

 

However, you are of course free to attend our relaxed, friendly and informal meetings at any stage in 

the school year and new members are always welcome. The first half of our meeting is structured 

with fun PTFA business, followed by informal chat or an invited speaker. This provides parents and 

carers with an opportunity to discuss issues which affect our children and school. Many of the 

meetings will be attended by Nigel, our Chair of Governors and part of each one will be dedicated to 

any questions or subjects that you would like raised at governor level. 

 

Do please contact me if you would like to get involved or require further details on any of the above. 

 

Please join our PTFA Facebook page to keep abreast of what's going on in school and all the 

latest PTFA news. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School closes on Thursday 19 October at 3 pm 

 

We look forward to seeing you back on Monday 30 October. 

 

 

Tuesday 17 October  10 am Harvest Festival at St Mary Bredin 

Wednesday 18 October 10—12 pm PTFA Coffee morning to welcome new parents 

Tuesday 14 November 10 - 12 pm PTFA meeting and AGM 

Friday 24 November from 10.30 am PTFA Fete sorting and Christmas lunch 

Saturday 25 November 11—1 pm Christmas fete 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/744976165568740/?ref=bookmarks
http://www.st-nicholas.kent.sch.uk/ptfa

